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Joseph Rogers, Senior Budget Analyst

As the bill appears unlikely to change the manner in which a court deliberates when
interpreting an ambiguous statute, it should have no direct fiscal effect on the state or political
subdivisions. The bill removes R.C. 1.49, which provides six factors that a court may use in
determining the legislative intent underlying an ambiguous statute. This existing provision of
law does not require a court to use these factors. Before the provision’s enactment, Ohio’s
courts used these factors as part of judicial custom and precedent to interpret ambiguous laws.
Thus, its elimination does not prohibit a court from considering these six factors in the future.
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