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Highlights

®  Establishes the Companion Animal Fund, along with an associated income tax refund
designation from which to receive contributions, to support the Ohio Pet Fund.

" Contributions by Ohio taxpayers to the Companion Animal Fund are voluntary. The bill is
expected to increase revenues to the Ohio Pet Fund; no other fiscal effect on state or local
governments is expected.

Detailed Analysis

The bill authorizes a state income tax refund designation for, and the creation of, the
Companion Animal Fund. A donation will reduce the amount of the income tax refund that is due
to the taxpayer. The money received in this fund from Ohio taxpayer contributions is required to
be used by the Ohio Pet Fund, a nonprofit corporation primarily organized to assist animal
shelters and nonprofits sterilize dogs and cats.

As all contributions to the Companion Animal Fund are voluntary, the bill has no fiscal
effect on the state or local governments, other than the expected increase in revenue provided
by taxpayers for use by the Ohio Pet Fund. If taxpayer contributions are comparable to the six
other charitable causes currently on the income tax form, the Companion Animal Fund will
receive between $100,000 and $350,000 per year.
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