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SUMMARY 

▪ Proposes to amend the Ohio Constitution to establish a constitutional right to hunt, fish, 
and harvest wildlife. 

▪ Specifies that this right is subject only to the authority of the General Assembly to enact 
laws concerning the promotion of wildlife conservation and management and the 
preservation of the future of hunting and fishing. 

▪ Specifies that nothing in the amendment limits the application of any laws or the Ohio 
Constitution as they relate to trespass or property rights. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Constitutional right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife 

The resolution proposes to amend the Ohio Constitution to establish a constitutional 
right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife (including the right to use traditional methods). This 
right is subject only to the authority of the General Assembly to enact law concerning the 
promotion of wildlife conservation and management and the preservation of the future of 
hunting and fishing. The amendment also specifies all of the following: 

1. The right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife is a valued part of Ohio’s heritage and will be 
forever preserved for the public good; 

2. Hunting and fishing is a preferred means of managing and controlling wildlife; and 

3. Nothing in the amendment limits the application of any laws or the Ohio Constitution as 
they relate to trespass or property rights.1 

 

1 Section 23 of Article 1. 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sjr8/documents
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Election and effective date 

The resolution specifies that the amendment will be submitted to the electors at the 
general election to be held on November 3, 2026. If adopted by a majority of electors voting on 
it, the amendment takes effect immediately. 
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