OH10 LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION

Office of Research Legislative Budget
www.lsc.ohio.gov and Drafting Office

S.B.144 Bill Analysis

136 General Assembly

Click here for S.B. 144’s Fiscal Note

Version: As Passed by the Senate

Primary Sponsor: Sen. Ingram

Rachel Larsen, Research Analyst

SUMMARY

B Requires the State Board of Education to specify whether an educator is licensed to teach
grades pre-K through 5, grades 4 through 8, or grades 7 through 12.

B Requires the State Board to at least issue licenses for grades pre-K through 5 that
authorize a license holder to provide either general education instruction or both general
and special education instruction.

B Requires the State Board to at least issue a license for grades 4 through 8 that authorizes
a license holder to provide general education instruction.

®  Narrows a school district’s or community school’s authority to employ educators to teach
outside of their grade band by limiting it only to educators who have at least one year of
experience as a licensed classroom teacher.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

Educator licensure

The bill requires the State Board of Education, when issuing resident, professional, senior
professional, and lead professional educator licenses, to specify whether the educator is licensed
to teach grades pre-K through 5, grades 4 through 8, or grades 7 through 12. Current law requires
the State Board to specify whether the educator is licensed to teach grades pre-K through 8 or
grades 7 through 12.

The bill also requires the State Board to at least issues license for grades pre-K through 5
that authorize a license holder to provide either general education instruction or both general
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and special education instruction and a license for grades 4 through 8 that authorizes license
holders to provide general education instruction.!

Finally, the bill addresses a school district’s and community school’s authority to employ
educators to teach outside of their designated grade band. Specifically, the bill narrows that
authority by requiring such educators to have at least one year of experience as a licensed
classroom teacher.?
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1 R.C. 3319.22(A)(4); conforming changes in R.C. 3319.22(A)(1) and 3319.079.
2 R.C. 3319.22(A)(5).
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