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SUMMARY 

▪ Requires motor vehicle liability insurance policies to include uninsured motorist coverage. 

▪ Increases the state’s minimum motor vehicle liability insurance amount requirements for 
bodily injury or death to another person or persons. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Uninsured motorist coverage required 

Under current law, a motor vehicle liability insurance policy for a motor vehicle registered 
or principally garaged in this state may, but is not required to, include uninsured and 
underinsured motorist coverage. The bill requires such a policy to include coverage for uninsured 
motorists. Coverage for underinsured motorists remains optional. The bill does not specify 
whether this requirement applies to contracts already in effect upon the bill’s effective date, 
which could conflict with the Ohio Constitution’s prohibition against laws impairing the obligation 
of contracts. Continuing law defines the following for purposes of uninsured or underinsured 
motorist coverage: 

▪ “Motor vehicle,” unless otherwise defined in the insurance policy or any endorsement to 
the policy, means a self-propelled vehicle designed for use and principally used on public 
roads, including, for example, an automobile, truck, semi-tractor, motorcycle, and bus. 
“Motor vehicle” excludes various machines, such as, for example, a trolley or streetcar. 

▪ “Uninsured motorist” means an owner or operator of a motor vehicle if any of various 
conditions are met, such as, for example, if there exists no bodily injury liability bond or 
insurance policy covering the owner’s or operator’s liability to the insured. 
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▪ “Underinsured motorist” excludes the owner or operator of a motor vehicle that has 
applicable liability coverage in the policy under which the underinsured motorist coverage 
is provided.1 

Motor vehicle liability insurance minimums increased 

The bill increases the minimum amount of coverage that motor vehicle liability insurance 
must provide to comply with state law. Under current law, the minimum is $25,000 for bodily 
injury to or death of one person in an accident, and $50,000 for bodily injury to or death of two 
or more persons in an accident. The bill raises these minimums to $50,000 for bodily injury to or 
death of one person in an accident, and $100,000 for bodily injury to or death of two or more 
persons in an accident. Continuing law defines “motor vehicle” in this context as every vehicle 
propelled by power other than muscular power or power collected from overhead electric trolley 
wires, with certain exceptions such as, for example, motorized bicycles and electric bicycles. 

The bill does not specify whether this requirement applies to contracts already in effect 
upon the bill’s effective date, which could conflict with the Ohio Constitution’s prohibition against 
laws impairing the obligation of contracts.2 
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1 R.C. 3937.18; Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 28. 
2 R.C. 4509.01(I) and (K), 4509.20(A), and 4509.51(B); Ohio Const., art. II, sec. 28. 


