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BILL SUMMARY

e Modifies the requirements for giving specified information after an accident or a
nonpublic road accident.

e Increases the penalties for failure to stop after an accident and failure to stop after a
nonpublic road accident when the offense results in the death of a person or serious
physical harm to a person.

e Names the bill "Brandon's Law."

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Failure to stop after an accident

The bill modifies the provision requiring information to be given after an
accident and increases the penalty for failure to stop after an accident in cases in which
serious physical harm to a person or death results.

The Revised Code requires the driver of a motor vehicle involved in an accident
on a public road to stop and give to any person injured in the accident, to the operator,
occupant, owner or attendant of any vehicle damaged, or to any police officer on the
scene the driver's name and address and the motor vehicle registration number of the
driver's vehicle. The bill requires that the operator give the specified information to all
of the identified persons. Under continuing law, if the driver is not the owner of the
vehicle, the driver must provide the owner's name and address. If an injured person is
unable to comprehend and record the information, the other driver must notify the
nearest police authority and wait at the scene until an officer arrives. If a driver collides



with an unattended vehicle, the driver must leave the required information in or on the
vehicle. A violation of the statute is the offense of failure to stop after an accident.!

Under current law, failure to stop after an accident is normally a misdemeanor of
the first degree. If the accident results in serious physical harm to a person, the offense
is a felony of the fifth degree. If the accident results in a person's death, the offense is a
tfelony of the third degree. The bill raises the penalty to a felony of the second degree in
case of serious physical harm to, or death of, a person.?

Continuing law also requires a class five suspension of the offender's license or
other operating privilege and authorizes restitution if the offender does not provide
proof of financial responsibility.

Failure to stop after a nonpublic road accident

The bill modifies the provision requiring information to be given to law
enforcement in certain circumstances after an accident on any public or private property
other than a public road or highway and increases the penalty for failure to stop after an
accident on such property in cases in which serious physical harm to a person or death
results.

The Revised Code requires the driver of a motor vehicle involved in an accident
on such property to stop and, on request of any person, give that person the driver's
name and address, or the owner's name and address if the driver is not the owner, and
the motor vehicle registration number. The driver must also show his or her driver's
license if it is available. A driver who does not furnish the required information to the
owner or person in charge of the damaged property must, within 24 hours after the
accident, forward the information to the police department of the city or village in
which the accident occurred or to the sheriff if the accident occurred outside municipal
limits. When forwarding the information, the driver must include the date, time, and
location of the accident. The bill changes the police/sheriff notification requirement so
that it applies if the operator does not provide the information to a requesting person
and removes the date, time, and location as required information. Under continuing
law, if a driver collides with an unattended vehicle, the driver must leave the required
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information in or on the vehicle. A violation of the statute is the offense of failure to
stop after a nonpublic road accident.*

Under current law, failure to stop after a nonpublic road accident is normally a
misdemeanor of the first degree. If the accident results in serious physical harm to a
person, the offense is a felony of the fifth degree. If the accident results in a person's
death, the offense is a felony of the third degree. The bill raises the penalty to a felony of
the second degree in case of serious physical harm to, or death of, a person.®

Continuing law also requires a class five suspension of the offender's license or
other operating privilege and authorizes restitution if the offender does not provide
proof of financial responsibility.°

Name of bill

The bill provides that it is to be known as "Brandon's Law."”
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