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SUMMARY 

 Allows businesses required to limit or cease operations by orders or rules issued by the 
Director or Department of Health due to a pandemic, epidemic, or bioterrorism event to 
remain open so long as they observe the same safety requirements imposed on 
businesses that were not required to limit or cease operations. 

 Is titled the Business Fairness Act. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

The Business Fairness Act 

The act is titled the Business Fairness Act. It grants businesses that have been required 
to limit or cease operations by certain general orders or rules issued by the Director or 
Department of Health to prevent a threat to the public caused by a pandemic, epidemic, or 
bioterrorism event the right to continue operations under one condition. They must comply 
with the same safety precautions that the order or rule imposes on businesses that are not 
required to limit or cease operations. 

The act does not apply to an order or rule that applies only to a particular business or 
business location due to circumstances uniquely present at that particular business or business 
location.1 

  

                                                      

1 R.C. 3701.353. 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-HB-215
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HISTORY 

Action Date 

Introduced 03-16-21 

Reported, H. Economic & Workforce Development 04-21-21 

Passed House (77-17) 05-06-21 

Reported, S. Small Business & Economic Opportunity 11-10-21 

Passed Senate (31-0) 11-16-21 
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