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SUMMARY

®  Regarding qualifying to sit for the psychologist licensure examination and an existing
requirement of two years of supervised professional experience, eliminates, for certain
applicants, a requirement that one year be postdoctoral.

®  Prohibits the State Board of Psychology from requiring applicants for psychologist
licensure that have doctoral degrees from accredited institutions to complete
postdoctoral supervised professional experience.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

Psychologist licensure

Existing Ohio law requires an applicant for licensure as a psychologist to earn an
acceptable score on an entrance examination.! To be eligible to sit for this examination, an
applicant must meet several requirements, including education and supervised professional
experience requirements. The bill modifies the supervised professional experience
requirements based on the applicant’s educational qualifications, which can be based on any of
the following:2

®  Receiving an earned doctoral degree from an accredited institution and an accredited
program;

®  Receiving an earned doctoral degree in psychology or school psychology from an
accredited institution but not an accredited program;

1R.C. 4732.11, not in the bill.
2 R.C. 4732.10(B)(2).

January 11, 2022


https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-SB-245

Office of Research and Drafting LSC Legislative Budget Office

®  Receiving a degree from an academic institution outside of the U.S. or Canada
considered by the State Board of Psychology to be equivalent to a doctoral degree in
psychology from an accredited program;

® Holding a psychologist license, certificate, or registration required for practice in
another state or Canadian jurisdiction for a minimum of ten years and meeting
educational, experience, and professional requirements established by the Board.

Supervised professional experience

Under current law, each applicant for a psychologist license must have at least two
years (3600 hours total) of supervised professional experience in psychological work of a type
satisfactory to the Board.? For all applicants,* one year of this experience must be a predoctoral
internship.> For applicants who have received a doctoral degree from an accredited institution
but not an accredited program, or applicants who have received a degree considered
equivalent to a doctoral degree from an institution outside of the U.S. or Canada, one year
must be postdoctoral.®

The bill eliminates the requirement for one year of postdoctoral supervised professional
experience for applicants who have received a doctoral degree from an accredited institution
but not an accredited program. Those applicants still need two years of supervised professional
experience, including the one year predoctoral internship. The bill further prohibits the Board
from requiring applicants from accredited institutions, both from an accredited or unaccredited
program, from requiring any postdoctoral supervised professional experience to satisfy the
supervised professional experience requirement.’

Applicants who received an equivalent degree from an institution located outside of the
U.S. or Canada continue to be required to have one year of postdoctoral supervised
professional experience (as part of the two years that are required).?

3 R.C. 4732.10(B)(3) and Ohio Administrative Code (0.A.C.) 4732-9-01(A).

4 While current law appears to require a predoctoral internship for all applicants, current administrative
rules apply the predoctoral internship requirement only to applicants that have an earned doctoral
degree from an accredited institution and an accredited program. O.A.C. 4732-9-01(C). The rules also
appear to exempt from the two-year supervised experience requirement applicants who are
psychologists licensed in other states or Canada for a minimum of ten years, if the applicant meets
certain conditions. O.A.C. 4732-9-01(D). Thus, it appears other changes in the bill conform current law to
existing practice of the Board and will not have a practical effect.

> R.C. 4732.10(B)(3).
®R.C. 4732.10(B)(4).
7 R.C. 4732.10(B)(3).
8 R.C. 4732.10(B)(4).
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