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Highlights

®  Government-owned hospitals may experience a minimal increase in costs to provide
annual notices to parents or guardians regarding their minor’s health care and parental
consent.

Detailed Analysis

Parent or guardian access to minor medical records

The bill requires health care providers to ensure a minor’s parent or guardian has access
to the electronic health records (EHR) of the minor to the fullest extent permitted under federal
and state law. The bill prohibits a health care provider from requiring a minor’s authorization for
a parent or guardian to obtain the minor’s EHR relating to care that a parent or guardian provided
consent for. The bill requires health care providers to annually inform each minor’s parent or
guardian (1) of the circumstances in which a minor may receive health care without parent or
guardian consent, (2) that records of such care may not be disclosed to the parent or guardian
without the minor’s authorization, and (3) that a minor’s consent for parent or guardian access
to the minor’s records is valid only for records regarding care provided to the minor patient by
the health care provider that obtained the consent. However, this annual requirement does not
apply when the provider renders services to the minor patient on an episodic basis or in an
emergency department or urgent care center, when it should not be reasonably expected that
related medical services will be rendered by the provider to the minor patient in the future. The
bill also requires health care providers to give an opportunity to a minor to provide general,
ongoing written consent for parent or guardian access to the minor’s medical records at the
minor’s annual well visit.
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Government-owned hospitals may experience an increase in costs related to the bill’s
annual requirement to inform parents about the circumstances in which a minor may receive
health care without parental consent and that the records may not be disclosed without the
minor’s authorization. Costs will depend on how the information is provided, including whether
printing or mailing is necessary, but will likely be minimal.
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