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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the 
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ 
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_0256-2) 

Certification 

No provision. Requires separate certifications to employ, apply, 
administer, or prescribe the following: 

▪ Injections; 

▪ Chalazion incision and curettage 
procedures; 

▪ Posterior capsulotomies; 

▪ Trabeculoplasties; 

▪ Peripheral iridotomies (R.C. 4725.013 and 
4725.02). 

Training 

Requires the Ohio Vision Professionals Board to 
establish training requirements that must be 
satisfied to perform the procedures permitted 
under the bill, including at least 32 hours of 
training for the performance of laser procedures 
(R.C. 4725.012(B)(2)).  

Instead, requires the Board to approve training 
programs to provide at least 32 hours of 
instruction divided into  units covering the 
information needed for each certification 
(R.C. 4725.013(B)). 
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No provision. Requires the training necessary for certification 
to be provided through either (1) a school or 
college of optometry or (2) an organization 
providing a certification course that includes the 
following: 

▪ Indications, contraindications, 
medications, techniques, risks, benefits, 
and sharps management; 

▪ Appropriate follow-up and management 
of any adverse reactions; 

▪ Performance of procedures on human 
subjects in a closely supervised 
environment with a proficiency 
assessment; 

▪ Passage of a written examination 
(R.C. 4725.013(B)). 

No provision. Requires the supervised performance of three 
chalazion incision and curettage procedures, five 
posterior capsulotomies, five trabeculoplasties, 
and four peripheral iridotomies for certification in 
each respective procedure, or more if the 
supervising instructor believes the trainee has 
not yet demonstrated proficiency 
(R.C. 4725.013(D)). 

No provision. Requires the instructor overseeing a supervised 
procedure to be either (1) an ophthalmologist or 
(2) an optometrist who has submitted evidence 
to the Board of having received, from an 
organization acceptable to the Board, an 
accreditation or certificate to provide instruction 
in the procedure being supervised 
(R.C. 4725.013(D)(3)). 

Permits an optometrist to satisfy training 
requirements by successfully completing such 
training while enrolled in a school of optometry 
approved by the Board (R.C. 4725.012(C)). 

Similarly, permits an optometrist to satisfy 
training requirements by (1) graduating after 
December 31, 2022, from a school or college of 
optometry which has a laser and injection 
curriculum that is equal to or exceeds the training 
required by the 32-hour courses approved by the 
Board, and (2) completing any required 
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supervised procedures as a part of the 
optometrist’s education (R.C. 4725.013(F)). 

No provision. Requires current certification in basic life support 
from the American Red Cross or the American 
Heart Association to be eligible for certification 
under the bill (R.C. 4725.013(C)(2)). 

No provision. Requires the Board to maintain a publicly 
available list of approved training courses 
(R.C. 4725.013(G)). 

Scope of practice 

Excludes invasive procedures from the 
optometrist scope of practice except as provided 
under the bill (R.C. 4725.01(A)(2)). 

Instead, includes the use of invasive procedures 
in the optometrist scope of practice, but only to 
the extent that a particular invasive procedure is 
authorized by law (R.C. 4725.01(A)(2)). 

Permits an optometrist to remove and biopsy a 
skin lesion if the lesion has a low risk of 
malignancy and does not involve the eyelid 
margin (R.C. 4725.012(A)(3)). 

Additionally specifies that the skin lesion must 
not require reconstructive repair for its removal 
and biopsy to fall within the optometrist scope of 
practice (R.C. 4725.012(A)(3)). 

Prohibits an optometrist from administering 
intraocular injections (R.C. 4725.012(A)(1)). 

Instead, prohibits an optometrist from 
administering injections directly into the globe of 
the eye (R.C. 4725.012(C)(1)(b)). 

No provision. Prohibits an optometrist from administering 
vaccinations by injection (R.C. 4725.012(C)(1)(c)). 

No provision. Only permits optometrists to perform the 
procedures authorized by the bill on patients who 
are at least 18 years old (R.C. 4725.012(A)). 

Notification 

No provision. Requires an optometrist to notify health care 
providers selected by the patient when the 
optometrist performs a procedure authorized by 
the bill (R.C. 4725.012(D)). 

No provision Permits an optometrist to provide the patient 
with  a written statement regarding the 
procedure that the patient may choose to give to 
any of the patient’s health care providers if the 
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patient does not specify any health care provider, 
does not provide sufficient contact information 
for a health care provider, or refuses to grant 
permission to the optometrist to provide the 
notification (R.C. 4725.012(D)). 

No provision. Specifies that the notification requirement does 
not constitute a requirement for permission or 
approval from any health care provider specified 
by the patient for the optometrist to perform the 
procedure (R.C. 4725.012(D)(3)). 

No provision. Requires all notifications to comply with the 
privacy requirements established by the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
(R.C. 4725.012(E)). 

Vision Professionals Board 

No provision. Requires the Board to adopt rules as necessary to 
issue certifications established by the bill 
(R.C. 4725.013(H)). 

No provision. Requires the Board to collaborate with a 
statewide organization representing optometrists 
to establish a methodology to estimate the costs 
to the Board incurred by issuing the certifications 
and the ongoing costs of performing the duties 
that relate to the expansion of optometrists’ 
scope of practice under the bill 
(R.C. 4725.013(H)). 

No provision. Permits the Board to charge a fee to cover 
administrative costs for issuing or replacing a 
certification established in the bill 
(R.C. 4725.34(A)(5)). 

No provision. Permits the Board to take corrective action 
against certification holders (R.C. 4725.19). 
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