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ACT SUMMARY

e Creates a domestic relations division of the Delaware County Court of Common
Pleas.

e Creates a judgeship for the domestic relations division of the Delaware County
Court of Common Pleas, to be filled by election in 2016.

e Provides for a payment of $750 to a retired assigned judge who completes at least
100 hours of service in a calendar quarter, and sets forth the purpose for these
payments.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Delaware County Court of Common Pleas domestic relations division

The act adds a judgeship to the Delaware County Court of Common Pleas, which
previously had two judges with general jurisdiction. The new judge will be elected in
2016 as the judge of the domestic relations division. All divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, including any post-decree
proceedings, and cases involving questions of paternity, custody, visitation, child
support, and the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities will be assigned to



that judge, except cases that for some special reason are assigned to another judge of the
court.!

Payments to retired judges

The act makes a retired assigned judge (a retired judge appointed to active duty
by the Chief Justice) who completes at least 100 hours of service in the preceding
quarter eligible to receive a taxable retired assigned judge payment of $750 for the
quarter. The act defines a "quarter” as the three-month period ending on the last day of
March, June, September, or December. Payment must be made within 30 days after the
end of the quarter or, in the case of a municipal or county court, within 30 days after
receipt of a quarterly request for reimbursement submitted to the Supreme Court by the
county treasurer. The payment does not affect any right of the retired assigned judge to
any other vested retirement benefit under Ohio law.?

The act states that the authority for this provision is found in the Ohio
Constitution in Section 6(C) of Article IV (assignment of voluntarily retired judges) and
Article II (the legislature). It further states that the purpose of the payments is to ensure
that retired assigned judges remain available for service to the state of Ohio in order to
promote the effective administration of justice throughout the state. Given the
unpredictable nature of case filings, the act states that the purpose of the section is to
provide cost-effective means to address case-load surges and reduce case disposition delay
that might otherwise require the addition of full-time sitting judges.?
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