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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the 
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ 
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Previous Version 
(As Passed by the Senate) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_0546-6) 

Veteran identification service 

Requires an incarcerating institution to utilize 
the Veteran’s Reentry Search Service operated 
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(R.C. 341.43(B)(4)). 

Defines “VRSS” to mean the Veteran’s Reentry 
Search Service that is operated by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (R.C. 341.43(A)). 

Requires each incarcerating institution to register 
with a veteran identification service 
(R.C. 341.43(B)(1)). 

Incarcerating institution 

Specifies that the requirements of the bill apply 
to: 

 

 

Each institution that is under the control of the 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  

 
Each county, municipal, municipal-county, and 
multicounty correctional institution that has on 
its premises a jail, workhouse, minimum security 
jail, community-based correctional facility, or 

Specifies that the requirements of the bill apply 
to an “incarcerating institution,” which is defined 
in the bill to include a list of institutions like those 
in the previous version, with the following noted 
changes: 

Same as As Passed by the Senate.  

 
 
Same as As Passed by the Senate, except specifies 
that the bill applies to a facility in which an 
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Previous Version 
(As Passed by the Senate) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_0546-6) 

facility in which an individual serves a term of 
imprisonment or prison term under R.C. 2929.34 
for the type of criminal offense and under the 
circumstances specified or referred to in that 
section. 

 

Each court of common pleas, municipal and 
county court, department of probation, and 
pre-trial diversion program. 

 

 

 

 

Each county veterans service commission 
(R.C. 341.43(A)).  

individual serves a term of incarceration or a 
prison or jail term. 

 

 

 

Removes “pretrial diversion program” and 
specifies that the bill applies to these specified 
courts in cases where an individual is awaiting 
disposition, or is charged with a felony, a 
misdemeanor, or a traffic offense that is 
punishable by a term of incarceration 
(R.C. 341.43(A)). 

 

No provision. 

Duties of incarcerating institution 

Requires each incarcerating institution to do the 
following: 

Investigate and verify the veteran status of 
individuals served by the institution. 

Note the individual’s status as a veteran on all 
appropriate records pursuant to rules adopted. 

Assist individuals identified as veterans in 
contacting veteran-related services such as the 
Department of Veterans Services, county 
veteran service commissions, veteran service 
organizations, a representative of the veterans 
justice outreach program operated by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, or community 
organizations that may assist veterans in 
applying for any federal, state, or local veteran-
related resources (R.C. 341.43(B)). 

Provides more specifically with respect to the 
general duties of an incarcerating institution, 
requiring each institution to do the following: 

1. Register with VRSS; 

2. During the confinement booking 
process, obtain personal information 
from each individual, including name, 
Social Security number, and any other 
required information necessary to 
determine whether the individual is a 
veteran; 

3. Not later than three days after each 
booking, access VRSS to verify or 
confirm if an individual who is 
incarcerated or charged with a criminal 
offense has served in the U.S. military; 

4. For each individual verified as a veteran 
as a result of an investigation, note the 
individual’s status as a veteran on all 
appropriate records pursuant to rules 
adopted (R.C. 341.43(B)). 
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Training 

Requires incarcerating institutions to determine 
the number of individuals necessary to perform 
the duties, designate such individuals, and train 
designated individuals to use the Veterans 
Reentry Search Service Operated by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (R.C. 
341.43(B)(1)(2) and (3)). 

Requires each incarcerating institution to train 
staff to use VRSS (R.C. 341.43(D)). 

Duplication of services 

No provision. Specifies that an incarcerating institution is not 
required to access VRSS if another incarcerating 
institution has done so with respect to the 
individual and charge that led to the specific 
incarceration (R.C. 341.43(C)). 

County veterans service commission financial assistance 

Specifies that a veterans service commission 
programs of outreach may include: 

Providing financial assistance to a veterans 
treatment court to establish and fulfill an 
outreach program. 

Hiring and compensating a person who will work 
at a veterans’ treatment court and provide 
assistance to the court (R.C. 5901.03(E)(1) and 
(2)). 

 

No provision. 

 

 
Same as As Passed by the Senate. 

 

Same as As Passed by the Senate. 
 
 

 

 
Providing financial assistance to incarcerating 
institutions to purchase the necessary computer 
hardware and software, and to compensate for 
the cost of training and use of VRSS, if such 
purchase or compensation is not provided by that 
department. This assistance is to aid in identifying 
veterans who are incarcerated or charged with 
criminal conduct, so that these veterans can be 
assessed and, if they qualify, placed in outreach 
programs, such as veterans’ treatment courts, or 
other outreach programs provided by other 
agencies within the county (R.C. 5901.03(E)(3)). 
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