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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the 
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ 
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Previous Version 
(As Passed by the Senate) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_2935-1) 

Diagnostic assessments 

No provision. Eliminates the requirement that the Department 
of Education and Workforce adopt a diagnostic 
assessment for grades K-3 in reading 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

No provision.   Requires the Department to approve a list of up 
to five diagnostic assessments for grades K-3 in 
reading and math that are “inclusive” of all 
grades K-3 by June 30, 2027, (current law already 
requires the Department to approve the list of 
five diagnostic assessments) 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

No provision. Eliminates the requirement that the list of 
approved assessments must include the three 
most widely used reading diagnostic assessments 
approved by the Department for use as a 
comparable tool under the Third Grade Reading 
Guarantee prior to September 30, 2025 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 
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No provision. Permits the list of approved diagnostic 
assessments to include assessments that are 
computer-based and provide results to teachers 
immediately after test administration 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

No provision. Requires public schools to administer the 
diagnostic assessments approved by the 
Department in reading and math beginning in the 
2027-2028 school year (R.C. 3301.079(D)(4)).  

No provision. States that diagnostic assessments developed by 
the same provider and that share a common 
scale, report performance based on the same 
scale, and use norms based on students who took 
one or more of the provider’s reading diagnostic 
assessments for grades K-3 are considered an 
inclusive assessment system 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

No provision. Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, 
requires the Department to develop a method to 
compare results from the approved diagnostic 
assessments to determine equivalent scores 
across the assessments and their relationship to 
the student results on relevant state assessments 
and permits the Department to contract with an 
organization with experience in reviewing 
assessments to conduct that analysis 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(3)). 

No provision. Prohibits public schools from administering 
diagnostic assessments from multiple providers 
in reading or math to the same student in grades 
K-3 unless one of the following applies: 

1. An additional diagnostic assessment in 
the applicable subject area is indicated 
by the student’s individualized 
education program (IEP); 

2. The results of the student’s reading 
diagnostic assessment indicates that 
additional assessment is necessary to 
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determine if the student is at risk of 
dyslexia; and 

3. For any other reason as determined 
appropriate by the Department 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(5)). 

No provision. Requires public schools to administer each 
diagnostic assessment for the 2026-2027 school 
year in accordance with state law as it existed 
prior to the bill’s effective date (Section 6). 

School data reporting 

No provision. Requires the Department to, no later than 
March 1, 2027, designate a single software 
system for schools to submit data that is required 
under the statewide Education Management 
Information System (EMIS) (R.C. 3301.0714(Q)). 

No provision. Beginning August 1, 2027, requires schools to use 
the new statewide software system to report all 
EMIS data (R.C. 3301.0714(Q)). 

Nationally norm-referenced assessments 

No provision. Requires the Department to seek a waiver from 
the U.S. Secretary of Education for testing 
requirements under federal law to allow for the 
use and implementation of end-of-year nationally 
norm-referenced assessments in place of 
standards-based assessments as the primary 
assessment of student achievement in Ohio 
(R.C. 3301.0733). 

No provision. If the Department receives a waiver, requires the 
Department to prescribe a system of end-of-year 
nationally norm-referenced assessments in the 
same grade levels and subject areas as the 
diagnostic assessments, statewide achievement 
assessments, and end-of-course exams and to 
use the norm-referenced assessments in place of 
those assessments and exams 
(R.C. 3301.0733(A)). 
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No provision. Requires the Department to issue a request for 
proposals (RFP) for the selection of the norm-
referenced assessment, and to require that each 
RFP include the following: 

1. A nationally norm-referenced 
assessment that is designed to measure 
a student’s level of skill in the subject 
area and at the end of the grade or 
course for which the assessment is 
prescribed; 

2. Instructions for how to read and 
interpret assessment results that 
include percentile ranges and 
percentages; 

3. Evidence of the procedure used to 
ensure objectivity in grading 
assessments; and 

4. A method or a description of how to 
compare results between the new 
norm-referenced assessment and the 
diagnostic assessment, statewide 
achievement assessment, or end-of-
course exam that the assessment is 
replacing (R.C. 3301.0733(B)). 

No provision. Requires the Department to adopt rules to 
establish a timeline and plan for the 
implementation of the selected norm-referenced 
assessments by the first full school year that 
begins one year after the bill’s effective date 
(R.C. 3301.0733(C)). 

Math improvement and monitoring plans 

Requires a public school, beginning in the 
2026-2027 school year and each school year 
thereafter, to develop a math improvement and 
monitoring plan for qualifying students within 60 
days after receiving the student’s results on the 
math achievement assessment, end-of-course 
exam, or diagnostic assessment that qualifies the 

No provision. 
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student for math intervention services 
(R.C. 3302.132, 3314.03(A)(11)(d), and 3326.11). 

Requires public schools to continue to implement 
a student’s math improvement and monitoring 
plan until the student achieves the required level 
of skill in math for the student’s current grade 
level (R.C. 3302.132). 

No provision. 

Math achievement and improvement plans 

Requires the Department to establish guidelines 
prescribing the content of, deadlines for, and 
implementation of math achievement 
improvement plans (R.C. 3302.131). 

Requires the Department to adopt rules 
prescribing the content of, deadlines for, and 
implementation of math achievement 
improvement plans (R.C. 3302.131). 

Autism scholarship program 

No provision. Qualifies a child for the Autism scholarship 
program who: 

1. Has been diagnosed as autistic by a 
physician or psychologist; 

2. Is enrolled in a chartered or 
nonchartered nonpublic school, is home 
educated, or is a student older than 
compulsory school age and less than 
22 years of age and received a home 
education and has not received a 
diploma; and 

3. Has an education plan developed by the 
school district in which the child is 
entitled to attend school that includes 
transitional services (R.C. 3310.41). 

Advanced learning opportunities in math 

Requires each public school to enroll each 
seventh-grade student who achieves an 
accomplished or advanced level of skill on a math 
achievement assessment in Algebra I in the 
eighth grade, unless the student has already 
completed Algebra I (R.C. 3313.6032). 

Requires each public school to enroll each sixth-
grade student who achieves an accomplished or 
advanced level of skill on a math achievement 
assessment in Algebra I in either of the following: 

1. A math course in seventh grade that 
combines in one school year seventh-
and eighth-grade math standards; or 
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2. Algebra I in eighth grade 
(R.C. 3313.6032). 

Requires each public school to enroll each 
student in grades three to six who achieves an 
accomplished or advanced level of skill on a math 
achievement assessment in advanced learning 
opportunities in math (R.C. 3313.6032). 

Requires schools to only enroll such students up 
to grade five in those opportunities 
(R.C. 3313.6032). 

Requires the Department to provide schools with 
guidance regarding the placement of students in 
Algebra I (R.C. 3313.6032). 

Requires the Department to adopt rules 
regarding the placement of students in Algebra I 
(R.C. 3313.6032). 

Academic intervention services 

Bases a student’s qualification for evidence-based 
academic intervention services on demonstrating 
either: 

▪ A limited level of skill on an achievement 
assessment or end-of-course exam in 
math or English language arts, or both; or 

▪ A level of skill below grade level or below 
proficient on a math diagnostic 
assessment (R.C. 3313.6034(A)). 

Bases a student’s qualification for academic 
intervention services on demonstrating a limited 
or basic level of skill on both a diagnostic 
assessment and state assessment in mathematics 
or English language arts, or both 
(R.C. 3313.6034(A)). 

Disqualifies a student for academic intervention 
services when the student achieves a level of skill 
higher than limited on a state assessment or 
diagnostic assessment in math or English 
language arts taken for the grade level in which 
the student is enrolled (R.C. 3313.6034(G)). 

Disqualifies a student for services in math or 
English language arts when the student 
demonstrates a proficient level of skill in that 
subject area on either a diagnostic assessment or 
state assessment (R.C. 3313.6034(G)). 

No provision. Requires districts and schools to provide 
academic intervention services that align with a 
qualifying student’s assessed level of skill and 
provide accelerated learning and skill mastery 
where possible to help the student demonstrate 
a level of skill appropriate to the student’s grade 
level (R.C. 3313.6034(B)). 

No provision. Permits a district or school to integrate 
instruction aligned with science and social studies 
standards into core math and reading instruction 
for students in grades K-3 who are receiving 
academic intervention services, rather than 
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teaching science and social studies in separate 
instructional periods (R.C. 3313.6034(D)). 

Core curriculum 

No provision. Requires the Department to establish a rubric 
and scoring system to evaluate core math and 
English language arts curricula based upon 
whether or the extent to which a curriculum 
facilitates a student’s skill building and sequential 
advancement through mastery (R.C. 3301.0734 
and 3313.6028). 

No provision. Requires the Department to post the rubric and 
scoring system on its publicly accessible website, 
and upon request, provide the scored rubric to 
the entity that submitted a curriculum to be 
scored and to any member of the Ohio General 
Assembly (R.C. 3301.0734 and 3313.6028). 

High-quality tutoring programs 

No provision. Requires the Department to, not later than 30 
days after the bill’s effective date, open an 
application period to update its list of 
high-quality tutoring programs and update the 
list accordingly (Section 4). 

Plan for next-generation, computer-adaptive state assessment 

No provision. Requires the Department to develop a detailed 
plan for a next-generation, computer-adaptive 
state assessment that meets certain 
requirements such as minimizes testing time and 
aligns with grade-level, statewide academic 
standards by November 1, 2026 (Section 5). 

Department’s physical education coordinator 

No provision. Eliminates the requirement that the Department 
employ a full-time physical education coordinator 
(R.C. 3301.079). 
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Reading diagnostic assessments 

No provision. Permits a provider that offers a reading 
diagnostic assessment approved under the law in 
effect prior to the bill’s effective date to apply to 
the Department for a waiver to permit districts 
and schools to use that reading diagnostic 
assessment for the 2026-2027 school year 
(Section 7). 

No provision. Requires an application for a waiver to be 
submitted in a form and manner prescribed by 
the Department and requires the Department to 
approve a waiver application if it meets all 
criteria for diagnostic assessments (Section 7). 
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