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SUMMARY 

▪ Creates the Pediatric Cancer Research Fund in the state treasury and authorizes voluntary 
contributions to the fund, including when registering a motor vehicle or completing a 
state income tax return. 

▪ Requires the Director of Health to use money in the fund to provide financial support to 
Ohio hospitals conducting pediatric cancer research. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Pediatric Cancer Research Fund 

S.B. 317 creates the Pediatric Cancer Research Fund in the state treasury.1 The fund 
consists of voluntary contributions made as follows: when registering a motor vehicle, when 
completing a state income tax return, or when made directly to the fund.2 The bill requires all of 
the fund’s investment earnings to be credited to the fund. 

Participating hospitals 

A hospital seeking financial support from the fund in order to conduct pediatric cancer 
research must submit a request to the Director of Health. The Director must review all requests 
received, determine the appropriateness of each request, and approve or disapprove those 
requests. For each hospital that has its request approved, the Director must disburse money from 
the fund to the hospital.3  

 

1 R.C. 3701.27. 
2 R.C. 3701.27(A)(1) to (2). 
3 R.C. 3701.27(D). 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb317/documents
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Director of Health duties 

The Director of Health must use money from the fund for the following purposes: 

▪ To provide financial support to Ohio hospitals conducting pediatric cancer research; 

▪ To develop informational materials on the importance of pediatric cancer research and 
to distribute them to the Tax Commissioner, Registrar of Motor Vehicles, and each deputy 
registrar; 

▪ To reimburse the Bureau of Motor Vehicles and Department of Taxation for 
administrative costs incurred in collecting contributions; 

▪ To pay costs incurred by the Director in administering the fund.4 

The bill also requires the Director to conduct a public campaign to inform Ohioans about 
opportunities to make voluntary contributions to the fund.5 

Rulemaking 

The Director must adopt rules addressing (1) the manner in which a hospital submits a 
request for funding and (2) the standards and procedures for determining the appropriateness 
of requests and for approving or disapproving them. The bill authorizes the Director to adopt any 
other rules as necessary to implement its provisions. All rules must be adopted in accordance 
with Ohio’s Administrative Procedure Act.6 

Registrar of Motor Vehicles duties 

The bill requires the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and each deputy registrar to ask a person 
when registering a motor vehicle whether the person wishes to make a $5 voluntary contribution 
to the Pediatric Cancer Research Fund. It also requires every application for registration and 
renewal notice to state whether the motor vehicle’s owner wishes to make a $5 voluntary 
contribution to the fund. The bill further directs the Registrar to forward all donations collected 
during each calendar quarter to the State Treasurer, who is required to deposit the donations 
into the fund.7 

After the Director of Health develops and distributes informational materials on the 
importance of pediatric cancer research, the Registrar or deputy registrar must make them 
available to each person registering a motor vehicle.8 

 

4 R.C. 3701.27(B)(1) to (4). 
5 R.C. 3701.27(C). 
6 R.C. 3701.27(E). 
7 R.C. 4503.108. 
8 R.C. 3701.27(B)(2) and 4503.108. 
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Tax Commissioner duties 

Existing law authorizes a taxpayer to contribute any part of the taxpayer’s refund to any 
of six funds established under statutory law. The bill increases the number of funds to which such 
contributions may be made, by including the Pediatric Cancer Research Fund. To make a 
contribution, a taxpayer may designate on the taxpayer’s income return the amount the taxpayer 
wishes to contribute. The Tax Commissioner is then charged with depositing money collected 
under the income tax refund contribution system into the specified funds in the amounts 
designated on tax returns.9  

Current law requires certain agency directors, including the Director of Health, to report 
biennially to the General Assembly on the effectiveness of the income tax refund system as it 
pertains to the funds to which a taxpayer may contribute all or part of the taxpayer’s refund. The 
bill revises this law, by including references to the Pediatric Cancer Research Fund.10 

HISTORY 

Action Date 

Introduced 11-05-25 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSB0317IN-136/ar 

 

9 R.C. 5747.113(A) and (C). 
10 R.C. 5747.113(F)(2). 


