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SUMMARY

" Establishes the At-Home Infant Care Program in the Department of Children and Youth to
provide financial assistance to eligible caretaker parents, allowing them to stay home on
a full-time basis to care for their children under the age of two.

®  Exempts payments received under the program from state income tax.
®  Makes an appropriation.

®  Names the act the At-Home Infant Care Program Act.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

At-Home Infant Care Program

The bill creates the At-Home Infant Care Program in the Department of Children and
Youth (DCY).! DCY is charged with providing financial assistance to eligible caretaker parents,
allowing them to stay home on a full-time basis to care for their children who are under two years
of age. DCY’s duty, however, is subject to the availability of funds.?

For purposes of the bill, a caretaker parent is defined as any of the following whose
presence in the home is needed as the caretaker of a child: the child’s father or mother, a person
who has legal custody of the child, a guardian of the child, and any other person who stands in
loco parentis with respect to the child.3

1R.C.5180.23.
2 R.C. 5180.23(B).
3 R.C. 5104.01(F).
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Eligibility conditions

The bill establishes the following eligibility conditions that must be met before a family
may participate in the program:

®  The caretaker parent seeking to stay home on a full-time basis must be at least 18 years
old, except that the parent may be younger than 18 if the parent has earned a high school
diploma or its equivalent;

® The child the caretaker parent seeks to provide care for on a full-time basis must be under
two years old, and the parent must not have previously received a total of two years of
at-home care assistance for that child’s care;

®  For both initial and continued eligibility, the maximum amount of family income that the
child’s family may have must correspond with the amounts DCY establishes in rule for the
publicly funded child care (PFCC) program;

®  The caretaker parent, child, and family must satisfy any other condition established by
DCY in rule.?

Application procedures

A caretaker parent seeking to participate in the program must apply to DCY in the manner
DCY prescribes. The bill requires DCY to review each application as soon as practicable after
receiving it and determine if the caretaker parent, child, and family are eligible to participate.®

Program operations

The bill includes several provisions addressing the program’s operations, including those
relating to family circumstances and financial assistance amounts, as well as the program’s
interaction with other assistance programs.

Family circumstances

The bill specifies that at-home financial assistance is available under the program only
until a child’s second birthday. It authorizes a caretaker parent participating in an education or
training program to receive financial assistance during education or training program breaks in
order to stay home with the child full time during those breaks. The bill also authorizes other
family members to work or participate in an education or training program while financial
assistance is received.®

Amount of financial assistance

The bill establishes requirements governing the amount of financial assistance that a
caretaker parent receives under the program. First, the amount must be 90% of the maximum
amount that the family is eligible to receive under the PFCC program when PFCC is provided on

4R.C. 5180.23(C).
> R.C. 5180.23(D).
6 R.C. 5189.23(E).
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a full-time basis by a licensed type B family child care home that is not participating in DCY’s Step
Up to Quality Program. Second, the amount also must reflect whether the family’s child is eligible
for special needs child care or is an infant or toddler.’

Other assistance programs

Any financial assistance received under the program must be excluded from
consideration when a caretaker parent or another family member applies to participate in other
assistance programs. The bill requires DCY and the department responsible for administering the
other program to consult to determine if the exclusion would compromise any federal funding.
If such a determination is made, the other department must then consider financial assistance
received under the At-Home Infant Care Program.®

The bill also requires DCY, where possible and appropriate, to collaborate with other state
departments to seek waivers from federal law governing assistance programs administered by
state entities.

Help Me Grow

The bill requires DCY to establish procedures to facilitate joint enrollment in the At-Home
Infant Care and Help Me Grow programs. These procedures may include a checkbox or other
similar mechanism on enrollment paperwork allowing an applicant to seek to enroll in the other
program or to opt out of the other program.®

Awareness efforts

Under the bill, DCY must engage in efforts to raise awareness about the program. One of
these efforts is to develop written materials for distribution, especially for prenatal and pediatric
health care providers.1©

Rulemaking

The bill requires DCY to adopt rules as necessary to implement its provisions, including
rules regarding the reporting of family income and other changes in family circumstances. All
rules must be adopted in accordance with Ohio’s Administrative Procedure Act.!

Income tax exemption

The bill exempts payments received under the program from state income tax.*?

7 R.C. 5180.23(F)(1).

8 R.C. 5180.23(F)(2).
9R.C. 5180.23(G)(2).
10R.C. 5180.23(G)(1).
11R.C. 5180.23(H).

12 R.C. 5747.01(A)(45).
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Appropriation

OnlJuly 1, 2026, or as soon as possible thereafter, the Director of Children and Youth must
certify to the Director of Budget and Management the amount necessary to fund — for
FY 2027 — the program’s start-up, public awareness, and application and eligibility determination
costs. The bill appropriates that amount.!3
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