OH10 LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION

Office of Research Legislative Budget
www.lsc.ohio.gov and Drafting Office

Substitute Bill Comparative Synopsis

Sub. H.B. 251
136" General Assembly

Senate Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety

Margaret E. Marcy, Supervisor, Research and Drafting

This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same.

Previous Version Latest Version
(As Passed by the House) (1_136_0243-2)

Public entity purchase and use of drones from foreign adversary

No provision. Prohibits a public entity from purchasing or
acquiring an unmanned aerial vehicle system
(UAVS) from any country designated a “foreign
adversary” by the Secretary of State.

No provision. Prohibits state funds from being used in
connection with a UAVS from a foreign adversary
that was purchased after December 22, 2025.1

No provision. Prohibits a public entity from operating a UAVS
from a foreign adversary that was purchased
after December 22, 2025 (R.C. 5501.84(B)).

No provision. Exempts a UAVS from the above prohibitions, if
the public entity obtains written permission from

! December 22, 2025, is the effective date of the similar federal prohibitions against operation of UAVS
from foreign adversaries that were enacted through the “American Security Drone Act of 2023” within
the “National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.” (Public Law 118-31, Division A, Title XVIII,
Subtitle B — Drone Security SEC.1821).
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the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration or U.S.
Department of Homeland Security to operate
that UAVS (R.C. 5501.84(C)).

No provision. Requires the Secretary of State to compile and
update a list of foreign adversaries, and other
persons who constitute a threat to the state, at
least once every six months (R.C. 5501.84(D)).
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