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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the 
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ 
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Topic 
Previous Version 
(l_136_2935-1) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_2935-4) 

Diagnostic assessments Requires the Department of 
Education and Workforce to 
approve a list of up to five 
diagnostic assessments for 
grades K-3 in reading by 
June 30, 2027 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

Requires the Department to 
approve a list of up to six 
diagnostic assessments for 
grades K-3 in reading 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

 Requires the Department to 
approve a list of up to five 
diagnostic assessments for 
grades K-3 in math by 
June 30, 2027 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(1)). 

Requires the Department to, on 
the bill’s effective date, add a 
sixth diagnostic assessment to 
the approved list of math 
diagnostic assessments and 
requires that additional 
assessment to be the one that 
scored the sixth highest in the 
Department’s most recent 
evaluation of diagnostic 
assessments 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(2)). 

 No provision. Eliminates the prohibition on 
diagnostic assessments 
including components to 
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Topic 
Previous Version 
(l_136_2935-1) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_2935-4) 

identify gifted children 
(R.C. 3301.079(D)(3)). 

 Permits a provider that offers a 
reading diagnostic assessment 
approved under the law in 
effect prior to the bill’s effective 
date to apply to the 
Department for a waiver to 
permit public schools to use 
that reading diagnostic 
assessment for the 2026-2027 
school year (Section 7). 

Expands the waiver for any 
school year 
(R.C. 3301.0715(A)(4)). 

Innovative education pilot 
program 

No provision. Permits community and STEM 
schools to request approval 
from the Department to 
establish an innovative 
education pilot program 
(R.C. 3302.07). 

 No provision. Adds the implementation of the 
Science of Reading to the list of 
requirements from which a 
public school, educational 
service center (ESC), or 
chartered nonpublic school may 
not be exempted 
(R.C. 3302.07(A)). 

 No provision. Requires the Department to 
promote innovative educational 
programs designed to increase 
student achievement and 
engagement, improve student 
wellness, and prepare students 
for the workforce and post-
secondary education 
(R.C. 3302.07(D)). 

Nationally norm-referenced 
assessments 

Requires the Department to 
seek a waiver from the U.S. 
Secretary of Education for 
testing requirements under 
federal law to allow for the use 

Requires the Department to 
seek a waiver from the U.S. 
Secretary of Education by 
December 31, 2026 
(R.C. 3301.0733). 
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Previous Version 
(l_136_2935-1) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_2935-4) 

and implementation of end-of-
year nationally norm-
referenced assessments 
(R.C. 3301.0733). 

 Requires the Department to 
adopt rules to establish a 
timeline and plan for the 
implementation of the selected 
norm-referenced assessments 
by the first full school year that 
begins one year after the bill’s 
effective date 
(R.C. 3301.0733(C)). 

Requires the Department to 
prepare rules for the 
implementation of the selected 
assessments prior to the 
approval of a waiver and 
promptly adopt those rules 
upon waiver approval so that 
the assessments are 
implemented in the first full 
school year that begins after the 
waiver’s approval date 
(R.C. 3301.0733(A)(3)). 

Core curriculum Requires the Department to 
establish a rubric and scoring 
system to evaluate core math 
and English language arts 
curricula based upon whether 
or the extent to which a 
curriculum facilitates a 
student’s skill building and 
sequential advancement 
through mastery 
(R.C. 3301.0734 and 
3313.6028). 

Additionally requires the 
Department to evaluate core 
math curricula based upon 
whether it meets standards 
established by the Department 
that may include the following: 

1. Whether curriculum is 
supported by research 
that qualifies as tier 
two or higher under 
the federal 
“Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
Act of 1965” and 
demonstrates a 
statistically significant 
effect on improving 
student outcome. 

2. Whether a curriculum 
receives an all green 
rating from EdReports, 
or its successor 
organization, for the 
relevant subject 
matter and grade 
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(l_136_2935-1) 
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bands. 
(R.C. 3301.0734(B).) 

Advanced learning 
opportunities in math 

Qualifies for automatic 
enrollment in “either” a math 
course that combines seventh- 
and eighth-grade math 
standards in seventh grade or 
Algebra I in eighth grade each 
sixth-grade student who 
achieves either:  

1. An advanced; or 

2. Accomplished level of 
skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment. 

(R.C. 3313.6032(A)(1).) 

Qualifies for automatic 
enrollment in “both” a math 
course that combines seventh- 
and eighth-grade math 
standards and Algebra I in 
eighth grade each sixth grade 
student who achieves either: 

1. An advanced level of 
skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment; or  

2. An accomplished level 
of skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment and both 
the school principal 
and the student’s 
classroom teacher, in 
consultation with the 
student’s parent or 
guardian, agree the 
student would benefit 
from enrollment in 
advanced courses or 
learning opportunities. 

(R.C. 3313.6032(A) and (B)(1).) 

 No provision. Prohibits a public school from 
enrolling a student who 
qualified for automatic 
enrollment in Algebra I in eighth 
grade if the student does not 
achieve at least a proficient 
level of skill on any 
corresponding required 
achievement assessment for the 
seventh-grade math course that 
combines seventh and eighth 
grade math standards 
(R.C. 3313.6032(B)(1)(b)). 
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 Qualifies for advanced learning 
opportunities in math each 
student in grades three through 
five who achieves either: 

1. An advanced level of 
skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment; or  

2. An accomplished level 
of skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment. 

(R.C. 3313.6032(A)(2).) 

Qualifies for advanced learning 
opportunities in math each 
student in grades three through 
five who achieves either: 

1. An advanced level of 
skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment; or  

2. An accomplished level 
of skill on a math 
achievement 
assessment and both 
the school principal 
and the student’s 
classroom teacher, in 
consultation with the 
student’s parent or 
guardian, agree the 
student would benefit 
from enrollment in 
advanced courses or 
learning opportunities. 
(R.C. 3313.6032(B)(2).) 

 Requires each public school to 
enroll qualifying students in 
advanced learning opportunities 
in math beginning July 1, 2026 
(R.C. 3313.6032(A)). 

Extends the deadline by which 
each public school must begin 
enrolling students in advanced 
learning opportunities in math 
to July 1, 2027 
(R.C. 3313.6032(B)). 

 Exempts a public school from 
enrolling a student in advanced 
math courses if the student’s 
parent or guardian requests for 
that student to not be enrolled 
(R.C. 3313.6032(B)). 

Prohibits a public school from 
enrolling a student in advanced 
math courses if the student’s 
parent or guardian requests for 
the student to not be enrolled 
(R.C. 3313.6032(C)). 

Academic intervention services Qualifies for academic 
intervention services a student 
who demonstrates a limited or 
basic level of skill on both a 
diagnostic assessment and a 
state assessment in math or 

Clarifies that the diagnostic 
assessment is also one 
prescribed under state law 
(R.C. 3313.6034(A)(1)). 
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(l_136_2935-1) 
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English language arts, or both 
(R.C. 3313.6034(A)(1)). 

 No provision. Exempts public schools from 
providing academic intervention 
services to students who have 
an IEP including services related 
to a traumatic brain injury and 
students who attend dropout 
recovery community schools 
(R.C. 3313.6034(A)(1)). 

 Requires districts and schools to 
ensure that academic 
intervention services provided 
to qualifying students do not 
supplant the student’s core 
academic instructional time 
(R.C. 3313.6034(C)). 

Clarifies that the limitation on 
intervention services only 
applies to those services 
provided in accordance with the 
bill (R.C. 3313.6034(C)). 

 Beginning with the 2026-2027 
school year, and each school 
year thereafter, requires the 
Department to randomly select 
5% of districts and schools for a 
review of their academic 
intervention services 
(R.C. 3313.6034(F)(1)). 

Requires the Department to 
conduct the review of academic 
intervention services beginning 
with the 2027-2028 school year 
(R.C. 3313.6034(F)(1)). 

Plan for next-generation 
computer adaptive state 
assessment 

Requires the Department to 
develop a detailed plan for a 
next-generation, computer-
adaptive state assessment by 
November 1, 2026 (Section 5). 

Requires the Department to 
develop a detailed plan for a 
next-generation, 
computer-adaptive state 
assessment by 
December 1, 2026 
(R.C. 3301.0733(B)). 

Science of reading requirements 
at classical schools 

No provision. Exempts a community school 
that uses a curriculum 
substantially similar to that of a 
nationally recognized classical 
school network, for the 
2025-2026 and 2026-2027 
school years, from any 
requirement regarding the 
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science of reading for English 
language arts curriculum, 
instructional materials, or 
reading intervention programs 
(Section 5). 

Career-technical education for 
home-educated students 

No provision. Permits a home-educated 
student to participate in the 
career-technical education 
programs of the student’s 
resident school district as a 
part-time student without any 
financial assessment, charge, or 
tuition that is not charged to a 
public school student and 
requires such a student to be 
counted in the district’s 
enrolled ADM (R.C. 3313.90). 
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