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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the immediately preceding version. It addresses 
only the topics on which the two versions differ substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Topic 
Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_1597-6) 

Paired cultivator license No provision. Defines “licensed paired cultivator” as the 
holder of a current, valid paired cultivator 
license, which is created by the bill (R.C. 
3796.01(A)(26)). 

License issuance Requires the Division of Cannabis Control 
(DCC) to issue the following licenses to an 
eligible applicant: 

Requires DCC, not later than 90 days after the 
bill’s effective date and subject to the existing 
law limit that no more than 400 licensed 
dispensaries may operate in Ohio at any one 
time, to issue the following licenses to an 
eligible applicant: 



Office of Research and Drafting LSC Legislative Budget Office 

P a g e  | 2  Sub. H.B. 611, Sub. Bill Comparative Synopsis 

Topic 
Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_1597-6) 

▪ One adult use dispensary license, at a 
location designated in the license 
application; 

▪ One medical marijuana dispensary 
location, at a location designated in 
the license application; 

▪ One level III adult use cultivator 
license, at a location designated in 
the license application (R.C. 
3780.10(C)(1)). 

▪ One dispensary license, at a location 
designated in the application for 

certificate of operation;1 

▪ One paired cultivator license, at a 
location designated in the application 
for certificate of operation (R.C. 
3796.25(A)). 

Medical marijuana processor requirement Requires an applicant for the licenses issued 
under the bill to be a medical marijuana 
processor that was issued a certificate of 
operation on or before December 7, 2023, 
but allows a license be provided to a medical 
provisional license holder if the holder is 
issued a certificate of operation within two 
years of December 7, 2023 (R.C. 
3780.10(C)(2)(a) and (D)). 

Requires the applicant to be a licensed 
processor that was issued a processor license 
under the Marijuana Control Program Law on 
or before December 7, 2023 (R.C. 
3796.25(B)(1)). 

Common ownership or control requirement Requires an applicant for the licenses issued 
under the bill to not have any common 
ownership or control with a medical 
marijuana cultivator (R.C. 3780.10(C)(2)(c)). 

Requires the applicant for the licenses issued 
under the bill to not have any common 
ownership or control with a licensed 
marijuana cultivator (R.C. 3796.25(B)(3)). 

 

1 Under the current Marijuana Control Program Law, a licensed dispensary may dispense or sell both medical marijuana and adult-use marijuana. 
R.C. 3796.20, not in the bill. 
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Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_1597-6) 

Level III adult use cultivator license 
ownership limitation 

Prohibits a medical marijuana processor 
issued a level III adult use cultivator license 
under the bill from having any ownership or 
control in a level I or level II adult use 
cultivator license (R.C. 3780.10(E)). 

No provision. 

Authorized activities for cultivator licenses 
issued by the bill 

Allows the holder of a level III adult use 
cultivator license issued under the bill to: 

▪ Distribute, transfer, and sell adult use 
cannabis to other adult use cannabis 
operators; 

▪ Deliver or sell medical marijuana to 
one or more licensed medical 
marijuana processors (R.C. 
3780.13(A)(2) and (C)(2)). 

Allows the holder of a current and valid 
paired cultivator license to distribute, 
transfer, and sell adult-use marijuana and 
medical marijuana to other license holders 
(R.C. 3796.25(C)(2)). 

Prohibited cultivation uses Retains former law prohibiting a level III adult 
use cultivator license holder from cultivating 
any adult use cannabis for personal, family, 
or household use under the license (R.C. 
3780.13(B)). 

Prohibits a licensed paired cultivator from 
cultivating adult-use or medical marijuana for 
personal, family, or household use under the 
license (R.C. 3796.25(D)). 

Cultivation area limit No provision.2 Allows a licensed paired cultivator to: 

▪ Operate a cultivation area specified 
by DCC not exceeding 5,000 square 
feet; 

 

2 Former law limited a level III adult use cultivator’s cultivation area to 5,000 square feet unless authorized by DCC. R.C. 3780.07(F), repealed. 
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(As Introduced) 
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▪ Request and receive one or more 
expansions to the cultivation area, 
subject to DCC approval, so long as 
the total cultivation area including all 
expansions does not exceed 5,000 
square feet (R.C. 3796.25(E)). 

Medical marijuana program oversight Provides that any level III adult use cultivator 
issued a license under the bill must submit 
information to the Department of Commerce 
(DOC) necessary for DOC to maintain an 
electronic database to monitor medical 
marijuana (R.C. 3796.07). 

No provision.3 

Inspection of license holders Provides that a level III adult use cultivator 
license applicant under the bill is subject to 
former law granting the Division of Marijuana 
Control inspection authority over the 
applicant’s premises (R.C. 3796.14(B)). 

No provision.4 

 

3 Under existing law, a license holder, which would include a licensed paired cultivator, must submit information to DCC necessary for maintaining 
an electronic database to monitor adult-use and medical marijuana. R.C. 3796.07, not in the bill. 
4 Under existing law, a license holder, which would include a licensed paired cultivator, is subject to inspection by DCC and the Ohio Investigate 
Unit. R.C. 3796.14(C), not in the bill. 
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Providing marijuana to other license holders Allows a medical marijuana processor 
licensee and medical marijuana laboratory 
licensee to obtain medical marijuana from a 
level III adult use cultivator licensee under 
the bill (R.C. 3796.19(A)(1) and 
3796.21(A)(1)). 

Allows a marijuana laboratory licensee to 
obtain medical marijuana and adult-use 
marijuana from licensed paired cultivators 

(R.C. 3796.21(A)(1)).5 
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5 Existing law allows a licensed processor to purchase or obtain medical marijuana or adult-use marijuana from a license holder, which would 
include a licensed paired cultivator. R.C. 3796.19(A)(1)(a), not in the bill. 


