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SUMMARY 

▪ Modifies the circumstances under which a person may transport a firearm in a motor 
vehicle. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Transporting firearms in vehicles 

Generally 

The bill repeals existing law that prohibits a person from knowingly transporting or having 
a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle in such a manner that the firearm is accessible to the operator 
or any passenger without leaving the vehicle. Under existing law, repealed by the bill, a violation 
of this prohibition is a fourth degree felony.1 Relatedly, the bill allows for a loaded firearm to be 
carried in a motor vehicle in a compartment that can be reached only by leaving the vehicle. 
Existing law only allows such a firearm to be transported in this manner in a vehicle if the firearm 
is unloaded. Continuing law, unchanged by the bill, prohibits a person from knowingly 
transporting or having a firearm in a motor vehicle if the person is not permitted to lawfully 
possess the firearm under existing Ohio or federal law, if the firearm is loaded and can be reached 
without leaving the vehicle.2 

Long guns 

The bill also repeals the separate transportation requirement that applies to firearms at 
least 24 inches in overall length measured from muzzle to furthest end of the stock and to 
firearms with a barrel-length of at least 18 inches (collectively, “long guns”). Under existing law, 

 

1 R.C. 2923.16(B), repealed; R.C. 2923.16(H). 
2 R.C. 2923.16(B). 
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long guns transported in a vehicle must be carried either in plain sight with the action open or 
the weapon stripped or, if the firearm is of a type on which the action will not stay open or which 
cannot easily be stripped, the firearm must be kept in plain sight. Under the bill, long guns are 
subject to the same continuing law restrictions outlined in “Generally,” above, but are not 
subject to these special long gun transportation provisions.3 

Cross references 

The bill makes cross reference changes to reflect the changes in “Transporting 

firearms in vehicles,” above.4 
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3 R.C. 2923.16(C)(4), repealed. 
4 R.C. 1547.69, 2923.128, 2923.16, 2953.35, and 4511.19. 


