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House Veterans and Military Development

Daniel DeSantis, Research Analyst

Incarcerating institutions to verify veteran status

Requires each incarcerating institution to register with the Veterans Reentry Search
Service (VRSS) that is operated by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and to train staff to
operate VRSS.

Specifies that the incarcerating institutions to which the provisions of the bill apply
includes a facility in which an individual serves a term of incarceration or a prison or jail term.

Removes “pretrial diversion program” and “county veterans service commission” from
the list of applicable incarcerating institutions, and specifies that the bill applies to those specified
courts in cases where an individual is awaiting disposition, or is charged with a felony, a
misdemeanor, or a traffic offense that is punishable by a term of incarceration.

Provides more specifically with respect to the general duties of an incarcerating
institution, requiring each institution to do the following:

" Register with VRSS;

®  During the confinement booking process, obtain personal information from each
individual, including name, Social Security number, and any other required information
necessary to determine whether the individual is a veteran;

®  Not later than three days after each booking, access VRSS to verify or confirm if an
individual who is incarcerated or charged with a criminal offense has served in the U.S.
military;

®  For each individual verified as a veteran as a result of an investigation, note the
individual’s status as a veteran on all appropriate records.

Specifies that an incarcerating institution is not required to access VRSS if another
incarcerating institution has done so with respect to the individual and charge that led to the
specific incarceration.
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Specifies that outreach and coordination programs established by a county veterans
service commission may include providing financial assistance to veterans treatment courts, and
training and equipment for incarcerating institutions necessary to comply with the bill’s

requirements.
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