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Highlights

The bill appropriates $10.0 million over the FY 2026-FY 2027 biennium for the Ohio State
Highway Patrol (OSHP) to provide security protection for the Lieutenant Governor, the
Governor-elect, the Lieutenant Governor-elect, and certain eligible gubernatorial
candidates and immediate family at the Governor’s direction. The bill provides for a
one-time transfer from the GRF to the Security, Investigations, and Policing Fund
(Fund 8400) to be used for these purposes.

Two million dollars is earmarked to reimburse law enforcement agencies for costs
incurred from assisting OSHP at their request, to provide security operations for major
political party gubernatorial candidates in the months leading to the 2026 general
election.

Provisions of the bill pertaining to the storage of firearms is generally permissible in
nature. Any costs generated for law enforcement that choose to accept storage of a
firearm will be a function of the frequency and number of firearms held in storage and
the length of time such firearms are in their possession. The costs of the storage may be
offset by the collection of fees that are allowed for under the bill.

Detailed Analysis

Storage of firearms

The bill allows the owner, or person authorized by the owner, of a lawfully possessed

firearm to store the firearm with a federally licensed firearms dealer or law enforcement agency
under prescribed conditions (as outlined in the LSC bill analysis). The bill explicitly states that
nothing in the bill requires a federally licensed firearms dealer or law enforcement agency to
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(1) accept a firearm for storage pursuant to the bill, or (2) to do so free of charge. The bill further
provides guidelines and civil immunity for the voluntary storage of firearms.

The fiscal impact on state and local law enforcement that choose to accept storage of a
firearm under the bill will be a function of the frequency and number of firearms held in storage,
and the length of time such firearms are in their possession. However, because a law
enforcement agency is not required to accept a firearm for storage free of charge, such costs may
be offset through fees.

To some degree, the bill may codify existing authority for law enforcement to enter into
storage agreements. LBO is aware of at least one jurisdiction, Cincinnati Police Department, that
currently offers a “safe firearm storage program.” Once enacted, the bill may potentially
incentivize others to participate by providing immunity from civil liability under existing law for
any injury, death, or loss to person or property allegedly caused by or related to the acceptance,
storage, or return of a firearm. That said, the bill does not require participation.

Ohio State Highway Patrol security detail

The bill requires the Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) to provide a security detail to the
Lieutenant Governor, the Governor-elect, the Lieutenant Governor-elect, and certain eligible
gubernatorial candidates and immediate family at the Governor’s direction. The bill also expands
OSHP jurisdiction when providing security detail as part of a select executive protection unit to
include the same arrest powers as other peace officers to apprehend any offender against the
criminal laws, regardless of location.

The bill expands the allowable use of the Security, Investigations, and Policing Fund to
“eligible individuals” in addition to providing security for the Governor, officials, dignitaries,
capitol square, and other state property as under current law.

The bill transfers $10.0 million from the GRF to the Security, Investigations, and Policing
Fund (Fund 8400) used by the Department of Public Safety and appropriates $250,000 in FY 2026
and $9.75 million in FY 2027 from Fund 8400 appropriation line item 764617, Security and
Investigations, to pay for the security operations described above in the months leading to the
2026 general election. Of that amount, $2.0 million is earmarked in FY 2027 to reimburse other
law enforcement agencies for their assistance in providing security operations at the request of
OSHP.
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