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H.B. 292 of the 135" General Assembly

Senate Workforce and Development Committee

Daniel DeSantis, Research Analyst

Ohio Defense and Space Advisory Commission

Changes the name of the Commission to the Ohio Defense and Space Advisory
Commission and specifies that it must be created within the Department of Development.

Specifies that the Director of Development must serve as Chairperson of the Commission.
Modifies membership of the Commission.
Requires the Commission to meet six times a year instead of once a month.

Specifies that appointed members of the Commission must have no conflict of interest
with the position. For purposes of this provision, “conflict of interest” means taking any action
that violates any provision of Public Official Ethics Law or that constitutes an offense against
justice and public administration. For purposes of those specified offenses, a member of the
Commission is deemed a public official.

Requires the Commission to advise the Department of Development on administration of
the Defense and Aerospace Industries Expansion Program, which may include recommending
specific projects for grant consideration.

Specifies that the Department will make grants to support economic development related
to the defense industry under the Defense and Aerospace Industry Expansion Program.

Requires that any entity that receives a grant must undergo an audit of the project
administration and implementation and make available onsite inspection by the Department.

Removes from the bill a provision that stated that failure to comply with any provision of
the development grant agreement is a misappropriation of funds and must be investigated by
the Commission.

Removes from the bill a provision that authorized the Commission to consult with
members of the Ohio congressional delegation.
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Removes from the bill a provision that required that any revenue from interest earned on
bonds of the State of Isreal, whenever such bonds exist in the state treasury, be deposited into a
fund created to pay for grants.

Removes from the bill the creation of the Ohio Defense Fund and instead appropriates
$5.0 million in FY 2027 under GRF appropriation line item 195462, Defense & Aerospace
Industries, to support the grant program and the Commission.
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