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SUMMARY

Diagnostic assessments

Eliminates the requirement that the Department of Education and Workforce adopt a
diagnostic assessment for grades K-3 in reading.

Instead, requires the Department to approve a list of up to six reading diagnostic
assessments for grades K-3, and on the bill’s effective date, add a sixth diagnostic to the
approved list of math diagnostic assessments.

O Requires that additional assessment to be the one that scored the sixth highest in the
Department’s most recent evaluation of diagnostic assessments.

Prohibits a school district, community school, or STEM school from administering
diagnostic assessments from multiple providers in reading or math to the same student
in grades K-3 unless certain criteria apply, and to receive higher ratings on the state report
card.

Permits a provider that offers a reading diagnostic assessment approved under the law in
effect prior to the bill’s effective date to apply to the Department for a waiver to permit
public schools to use another reading diagnostic assessment offered by that provider.

Permits a public school that has a contract that existed prior to September 30, 2025, with
a provider for a reading diagnostic assessment approved by the Department prior to that
date to continue to use that provider’s diagnostic assessment.

* This analysis was prepared before the report of the House Education Committee appeared in the House
Journal. Note that the legislative history may be incomplete.
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Academic intervention services and math improvement

Requires each district or school to provide evidence-based academic intervention
services, free of cost, to students who demonstrate a limited level of skill in either a
prescribed state diagnostic assessment or a state assessment, in math, English language
arts, or both subject areas.

Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, requires each district or school to develop a
math achievement improvement plan if 51% or less of a building’s or school’s students
who took the third grade math achievement assessment attained at least a proficient
score on the assessment.

Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, and each school year thereafter, requires the
Department of Education and Workforce to randomly select 5% of districts and schools
for a review of their academic intervention services.

Requires the Department to, not later than 30 days after the bill’s effective date, open an
application period to update its list of high-quality tutoring programs and update the list
accordingly.

Math and reading curricula, instructional materials, and
intervention

Requires the Department to, by April 15, 2027, review core math curricula and establish
a list of high-quality core curriculum and instructional materials in math and a list of
evidence-based math intervention programs, that are aligned with state standards and
best practices.

Requires the Department to establish a rubric and scoring system to evaluate core math
and English language arts curricula based upon whether or the extent to which a
curriculum facilitates a student’s skill building and sequential advancement through
mastery.

Requires the Department to include in a school building’s state report card as nongraded
data the reading and math curricula used in the building and whether the curriculum is
designated as high-quality by the Department.

Permits public schools to use Disadvantaged Pupil Impact Aid for professional
development on evidence-based strategies for effective math instruction and the
implementation of math curriculum from the Department of Education and Workforce’s
list of high-quality core curriculum and instructional materials.

Advanced learning opportunities in math

Eliminates current law regarding advanced math courses and learning opportunities and
instead requires each public school, beginning July 1, 2026, to:

O Enroll each qualifying student in sixth grade in a math course in seventh grade that
combines in one school year seventh- and eighth-grade math standards and in Algebra
I in the eighth grade;
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O Enroll each qualifying student in grades 3-5 in advanced learning opportunities in
math; and

O Adopt a comprehensive math placement and promotion policy.

Qualifies for automatic enrollment in advanced math courses or advanced learning
opportunities each student who meets a school’s choice of multiple measures under one
of the following:

O The student achieves an accomplished level of skill on a math achievement
assessment and the student holds an average class grade of “A” or “B” in a math
course;

O The student achieves a designated score, as determined by the Department, on a
math diagnostic assessment and an accomplished level of skill on a math achievement
assessment.

Requires the Department to adopt rules regarding the placement of students in an
advanced math course and, not later than 90 days after the bill’s effective date, designate
a score that reflects an accomplished level of skill on a math diagnostic assessment.

Permits each public school to provide additional students advanced math learning
opportunities.

Math teacher proficiency and professional development

Requires the Department to develop a professional development course focusing on
foundational knowledge in math and integrates life skills and, by December 31, 2026,
develop a pilot series of professional development programs for school and regional
educational leaders on evidence-based math instruction.

Requires the State Board of Education to assess the math proficiency of each applicant
for a new valid educator license with a pre-K-8 grade band and who may be assigned to
teach math.

Autism scholarship program

Qualifies for the Autism scholarship program a child who has been diagnosed as autistic
by a physician or psychologist, is enrolled in a chartered or nonchartered nonpublic
school, is home educated, or is a student older than compulsory school age and less than
22 years of age and received a home education and has not received a diploma, and has
an education plan developed by the school district in which the child is entitled to attend
school that includes transitional services.

Patriotic youth organizations

Requires a school district, at the request of certain federally recognized youth
organizations, to permit a representative of that organization to speak with and distribute
informational materials to students during school hours for up to ten minutes during the
school day at least once per school year.
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Innovative education programs

" Permits community and STEM schools to request approval from the Department to
establish an innovative education pilot program.

= Addsthe implementation of the Science of Reading to the list of requirements from which
a public school, educational service center (ESC), or chartered nonpublic school may not
be exempted.

®  Requires the Department to promote innovative educational programs designed to
increase student achievement and engagement, improve student wellness, and prepare
students for the workforce and post-secondary education.

Career-technical education for home-educated students

®  Permits a home-educated student to participate in the career-technical education
programs of the student’s resident school district as a part-time student without any
financial assessment, charge, or tuition that is not charged to a public school student and
requires such a student to be counted in the district’s enrolled ADM.

Science of Reading at classical schools

®  Exempts a community school that uses a curriculum substantially similar to that of a
nationally recognized classical school network, for the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 school
years, from any requirement regarding the Science of Reading for English language arts
curriculum, instructional materials, or reading intervention programs.

Community School of Quality designation

®  Qualifies a community school that initially received its Community School of Quality
designation for the 2022-2023 school year, has a sponsor that was rated “exemplary” or
“effective” on the sponsor’s most recent evaluation, and that contracted with an operator
that operates schools in other states and met at least one of a list of specified criteria to
maintain its designation through the 2029-2030 school year.
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Diagnostic assessments

The bill eliminates the requirement that the Department of Education and Workforce
adopt a diagnostic assessment for grades K-3 in reading. Instead, the bill requires the Department
to approve a list of up to six reading diagnostic assessments for grades K-3 and maintains current
law that requires the Department to approve a list of up to five math diagnostic assessments for
grades K-3. The bill requires the approved diagnostic assessments to be “inclusive” of all grades
K-3.

The bill eliminates:
1. The requirement that the list of approved assessments include the three most widely

used reading diagnostic assessments approved by the Department for use as a
comparable tool under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee prior to September 30, 2025;

2. The prohibition on diagnostic assessments including components to identify gifted
children; and

3. The date by which schools must begin administering diagnostic assessments approved by
the Department. (Current law requires schools to administer the approved assessments
beginning in the 2026-2027 school year.)
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The bill requires the Department to, on the bill’s effective date, add a sixth diagnostic
assessment to the approved list of math diagnostic assessments and requires that additional
assessment to be the one that scored the sixth highest in the Department’s most recent
evaluation of diagnostic assessments.

The Department may include assessments that are computer-based and provide results
to teachers immediately after test administration on the approved list of reading and math
diagnostic assessments. Additionally, the bill states that diagnostic assessments developed by
the same provider and that share a common scale, report performance based on the same scale,
and use norms based on students who took one or more of the provider’s reading diagnostic
assessments for grades K-3 are considered an inclusive assessment system.!

Assessments from multiple providers

The bill prohibits a school district, community school, or STEM school from administering
diagnostic assessments from multiple providers in reading or math to the same student in grades
K-3 unless:

1. An additional diagnostic assessment in the applicable subject area is indicated by the
student’s individualized education program (IEP);

2. The results of the student’s reading diagnostic assessment indicates that additional
assessment is necessary to determine if the student is at risk of dyslexia; or

3. For any other reason as determined appropriate by the Department.

Additionally, the bill further prohibits a school district, community school, or STEM school
from administering diagnostic assessments from multiple providers to receive higher ratings on
the state report card. However, a school may administer additional diagnostic assessments to
inform instruction and supports at the district level.?

Waiver

The bill permits a provider that offers a reading diagnostic assessment approved under
the law in effect prior to the bill’s effective date to apply to the Department for a waiver to permit
public schools to use another reading diagnostic assessment offered by that provider.

An application for a waiver must be submitted in a form and manner prescribed by the
Department and requires the Department to approve a waiver application if it meets all criteria
for diagnostic assessments.3

Existing contracts

The bill permits a public school that has a contract that existed prior to September 30,
2025, with a provider for a reading diagnostic assessment approved by the Department prior to
that date to continue to use that provider’s diagnostic assessment. A school must cease using

1R.C. 3301.079.
2 R.C. 3301.0715(A)(3).
3 R.C. 3301.0715(A)(4).
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that assessment when the terms of the contract expire, or by July 1, 2028, whichever occurs first,
or upon a review by the Department that demonstrates that the assessment does not meet the
minimum requirements for the Science of Reading.

The bill requires the Department, by February 28, 2028, to submit a report to the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, the President of the Senate, and the chairpersons of the
standing education committees regarding the number of schools that used diagnostic
assessments under an existing contract.*

Review of approved list

The bill requires the Department to contract with an entity to review its selection of
diagnostic assessments for the next request for qualifications issued for the approval of
diagnostic assessments that occurs after the bill’s effective date.®

Academic intervention services

The bill requires each school district, community school, and STEM school to provide,
directly or through a contracted vendor, or as a combination of both, evidence-based academic
intervention services, free of cost, to qualifying students.® A student qualifies for those services
by demonstrating a limited level of skill, on either a prescribed state diagnostic assessment or a
state assessment, in math, English language arts, or both subject areas. However, students who
have an individualized education program (IEP) including services related to a traumatic brain
injury and students who attend dropout recovery community schools are exempt from being
considered qualifying students under the bill. Though, such a student with an IEP may receive
services if the student’s parent or guardian and school agree they would be appropriate for that
student.”

The bill requires districts and schools to provide academic intervention services that align
with a qualifying student’s assessed level of skill and provide accelerated learning and skill
mastery where possible to help the student demonstrate a level of skill appropriate to the
student’s grade level.

A district or school must annually notify the Department of Education and Workforce,
through the education management information system (EMIS), of all of the following:

1. The number of qualifying students enrolled in the district or school;

2. The number of qualifying students receiving academic intervention services in math,
English language arts, or both; and

3. The number of qualifying students receiving academic intervention services from the
district or school directly, through a vendor, or a combination of both options.

4 Section 7.

> Section 6.

6 R.C. 3313.6034(B), 3314.03(A)(11)(d), and 3326.11.
7 R.C. 3313.6034(A)(1).
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The bill clarifies that academic intervention services provided to a student may
encompass a variety of evidence-based supports, including:

1. High-dosage tutoring opportunities aligned with classroom instruction through a state-
approved vendor or a locally approved opportunity that aligns with high-dosage tutoring
best practices. High-dosage opportunities must include instructional time delivered at
least three days a week or at least 50 hours over 36 weeks. High-dosage tutoring may be
incorporated into a student’s regular classroom instruction. To the extent practicable,
districts and schools must endeavor to provide each of a student’s tutoring supports with
the same tutor.

Additional instruction time;
An extended school calendar;

Participation in a learning support program; or

vk W

Any other academically centered support service that the district or school determines
will improve the student’s academic performance.®

The bill also permits intervention services to be offered in combination with integrated
student supports. Integrated student supports are an evidence-based approach under which
schools intentionally and systematically leverage and coordinate resources and relationships
available in the school and the surrounding community to address comprehensive student
strengths, interests, and needs.®

The bill also requires that all academic intervention services provided to a qualifying
student must align with the academic instruction the student receives. English language arts
instruction must specifically align with the Science of Reading as defined under continuing law.°

The bill further requires districts and schools to ensure that academic intervention
services provided to qualifying students do not supplant the student’s core academic
instructional time, except that instruction aligned with science and social studies standards may
be integrated into core math and reading instruction for students in grades K-3 who are receiving
academic intervention services, rather than teaching science and social studies in separate
instructional periods.*!

The bill also requires districts and schools to use EMIS to report to the Department the
district’s or school’s core curriculum and instructional materials being used for math in grades
kindergarten to 12 and the math intervention programs being used in grades kindergarten to
12.12

8 R.C. 3313.6034(A)(2) and (C)(1).

9R.C. 3313.6034(A)(3) and (C)(1).

10 R.C. 3313.6034(C)(2), also see R.C. 3313.6028, not in the bill.
11R.C. 3313.6034(D).

12 R.C. 3301.0714(B)(5).
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Parent and guardian notification requirements

The bill requires each district or school to notify the parent or guardian of a qualifying
student that the student will receive academic intervention services prior to providing services
to the student. This notification must include a description of which intervention or interventions
the qualifying student will receive and who will provide services to the student.

The bill also requires each district or school to periodically update the parent or guardian
on the academic intervention services provided to the student and must provide resources and
recommendations for ways the parent or guardian may assist the student.!3

Department review

Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, and each school year thereafter, the bill
requires the Department to randomly select not more than 5% of all schools operated by school
districts, community schools, and STEM schools for a review of their academic intervention
services for qualifying students. A school may not be selected for review more than once every
three years. The review must include, at a minimum, a document review, interviews with district
and school staff, and observations of interventions.

The bill requires a review to assess:

1. Whether qualifying students receive academic intervention services in accordance with
the bill’s requirements;

2. The types and methods of academic intervention services that qualifying students
receive; and

3. The quality of the academic intervention services provided by the district or school or the
contracted vendor. To determine quality, the Department may consider the length and
duration of the intervention, specific programs and curriculum being used, the credentials
and training of intervention providers, and data regarding student progress.

Within 75 days of completing a review, the Department must provide a report to the
district or school containing the review’s results. Each report must include an assessment of the
efficacy of the academic intervention services provided to qualifying students and any
recommendations the Department considers necessary. The Department must also include a
school’s review as part of the student opportunity profile measure included on the state report
card. The bill requires each district and school to post a copy of the report on its website and to
make the report available upon request to any person.

The bill expressly permits the Department to contract with an organization that has
documented expertise in supporting school improvement and academic intervention services to
help with conducting the review.

13R.C. 3313.6034(E).
14 R.C. 3313.6034(F).
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Eligibility for services

The bill states that a student is no longer a qualifying student for academic intervention
services in math or English language arts when the student achieves a level of skill higher than
proficient on a state assessment or diagnostic assessment in that subject area.

But the bill further clarifies that if a qualifying student is receiving academic intervention
services in both math and English language arts and demonstrates a skill greater than proficient
in one, but not both, subject areas, that the student must continue to receive academic
intervention services for the subject area in which the student has not demonstrated a proficient
level of skill.

Additionally, if a high school student fails to demonstrate a level of skill greater than
proficient on an end-of-course examination or diagnostic assessment in math or English language
arts and is not required to retake the exam, then the student must continue to qualify for
intervention services. The bill requires the district or school to align those services with the
student’s selected graduation pathway.

The bill expressly states that it does not prevent a district or school from providing
academic intervention services to students who are not qualifying students.®®

Achievement improvement plans
Math

The bill requires a district or school, beginning in the 2026-2027 school year and each
school year thereafter, to establish and submit to the Department a math achievement
improvement plan for any school building or community school in which 51% or less of the
building’s students who took the third grade state assessment in math scored proficient on it.
Each building’s or school’s improvement plan must use curriculum from the list of high-quality
curricula established by the Department (see “Math and reading -curricula,
instructional materials, and intervention”) and the math intervention template
developed by the Department under the bill.}® A building or school is released from the
requirement to submit an improvement plan when at least 51% of a building’s or school’s
students scored at least proficient on the third grade state assessment in math.’

The bill requires the Department to adopt rules prescribing the content of, deadlines for,
and implementation of math achievement improvement plans. The rules must require each plan
to include, at a minimum, an analysis of relevant student performance data, measurable student
performance goals, strategies to meet specific student needs, a staffing and professional
development plan, and instructional strategies for improving student performance.’® The
Department must also develop a student academic intervention template specific to math and

15R.C. 3313.6034(G) and (H).

16 R.C. 3302.131(A) and (E), 3314.03(A)(11)(d), and 3326.11.
17R.C. 3302.131(C).

18 R.C. 3302.131(B).
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post it on its website. Finally, the bill requires the Department to post all improvement plans
submitted and all guidelines developed in a prominent location on its website.*®

Reading

The bill limits the application of the reading achievement improvement plan law for a
school district so that it applies only to each individual school building operated by the district
that meets the continuing law criteria to have a plan established, instead of requiring a district-
wide plan if the school district itself meets those criteria.?°

Advanced learning opportunities in math

The bill eliminates current law regarding advanced math courses and learning
opportunities and replaces it with new requirements.

Under the bill, a “qualifying student” means a student to whom either of the following
applies:

1. The student achieves an advanced level of skill on a math achievement assessment; or

2. The student meets a district or school’s choice of multiple measures under one of the
following:

a. The student achieves an accomplished level of skill on a math achievement
assessment and the student holds an average class grade of “A” or “B” in a math
course; or

b. The student achieves a designated score, as determined by the Department, on a
math diagnostic assessment and an accomplished level of skill on a math achievement
assessment. The bill permits a district or school to annually redetermine its
advancement policy for a student that meets the school’s choice of multiple
measures.

Beginning on July 1, 2027, the bill requires each school district, community school, and
STEM school to do the following:

1. Enroll each qualifying student in sixth grade in both of the following:

a. A math course in seventh grade that combines in one school year seventh- and eighth-
grade math standards; and

b. Algebralinthe eighth grade. Each student must take the corresponding required end-
of-course exam for Algebra I. A school must enroll a student in Algebra | in eighth
grade only if the student demonstrates a proficient or higher level of skill on the
eighth-grade state math assessment in the seventh-grade math course that combines
seventh- and eighth grade state math standards.

19R.C. 3302.131(D) and (E).
20 R.C. 3302.13.
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2. Enroll each qualifying student in grades 3-5 in advanced learning opportunities in math;
and

3. Not later than 90 days after the bill’s effective date, adopt a comprehensive math
placement and promotion policy that includes a curriculum plan beginning in the third
grade that creates a timeline and explanation of how students will be prepared and placed
in Algebra | and describes how the district or school will provide advanced learning
opportunities in math and accommodate each student in the seventh grade who qualifies
for placement in Algebra I.

Advanced learning opportunities in math under the bill mean a course that exceeds the
standard math curriculum for the student’s grade level, or services or curricula modifications in
math, provided either in person or through electronic means, which provide additional rigor or
challenge. Advanced learning opportunities may include differentiated instruction in which the
depth, breadth, complexity, pacing, and acceleration is tailored to the student’s particular needs
and readiness, and interdisciplinary work.

Each district or school must notify the parent or guardian of a student who qualifies for
enrollment in the seventh-grade math course that combines seventh- and eighth-grade state
math standards, and subsequently in Algebra I, under the bill of that determination. The bill
permits a student’s parent or guardian to submit a written request for the student not to be
enrolled in that course.

The bill clarifies that each student must take the achievement assessment or end-of-
course exam for the advanced math course the student takes as a result of the bill’s
requirements.

The bill also permits a district or school to provide advanced learning opportunities in
math to additional students, including enrollment in advanced courses such as Algebra |, if the
district or school determines the student has met that district’s or school’s requirements for such
a course or the student would benefit from those opportunities.

The bill requires the Department to do both of the following:

1. Adoptrulesregarding the placement of students in advanced math courses under the bill,
based on the student’s performance on a math achievement assessment; and

2. Not later than 90 days after the bill’s effective date, designate a score that reflects an
accomplished level of skill for each of the math diagnostic assessments selected by the
Department (see “Diagnostic assessments”).?!

Finally, the bill requires the Department to include providing advanced learning
opportunities in math in its model student acceleration policy.??

21R.C. 3313.6032.
22 R.C. 3324.10.
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Current law simply requires each school district to provide each student who achieves an
advanced level of skill on either a math achievement assessment or an end-of-course exam with
advanced math learning opportunities in the following school year.

Math and reading curricula, instructional materials, and
intervention

High-quality lists

The bill requires the Department of Education and Workforce, by April 15, 2027, to review
core math curricula and establish a list of high-quality core curriculum and instructional materials
in math, and a list of evidence-based math intervention programs, that are aligned with state
standards and best practices.

The Department must establish a rubric and scoring system to evaluate core math and
English language arts curricula based upon whether or the extent to which a curriculum facilitates
a student’s skill building and sequential advancement through mastery.

Additionally, the bill requires the Department to evaluate core math curricula based upon
whether it meets standards established by the Department that may include the following:

1. Whether curriculum is supported by research that qualifies as tier two or higher under
the federal “Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965” and demonstrates a
statistically significant effect on improving student outcome;

2. Whether a curriculum receives an all green rating from EdReports, or its successor
organization, for the relevant subject matter and grade bands.

The Department must post the rubric and scoring system on its publicly accessible
website, and upon request, provide the scored rubric to the entity that submitted a curriculum
to be scored and to any member of the Ohio General Assembly.

Each school district, community school, and STEM school may use the core curriculum
and instructional materials established by the Department or select different high-quality core
curriculum and instructional materials.?3

Report card

The bill requires the Department of Education and Workforce to include in a school
building’s state report card the reading and math curricula used in the building and whether the
curriculum is designated as high-quality by the Department. This information must be reported
as nongraded data in a form and manner determined by the Department.?*

Disadvantaged Pupil Impact Aid spending

The bill permits public schools to use Disadvantaged Pupil Impact Aid for professional
development on evidence-based strategies for effective math instruction and the

23 R.C. 3301.0734 and 3313.6028.
24 R.C. 3302.03(D)(2)(1).
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implementation of math curriculum from the Department of Education and Workforce’s list of
high-quality core curriculum and instructional materials.?’

Math teacher proficiency and professional development
Proficiency assessment

The bill requires the State Board of Education to assess the math proficiency of each
applicant for a new valid educator license with a pre-K-8 grade band and who may be assigned
to teach math. The State Board must assess an applicant’s proficiency at the time of the
application. The Chancellor of Higher Education, in consultation with the Department of
Education and Workforce, must define the level of proficiency at which individuals are prepared
to provide high-quality math instruction. The Chancellor and Department must collaborate with
the State Board to set appropriate benchmarks.

Whether an applicant is proficient in math does not affect the State Board’s duty to issue
the applicant a license. However, the State Board must certify to each school district or other
school that employs that individual whether the individual is proficient in math based on the
State Board’s assessment. If the individual has not demonstrated proficiency in math, the district
or school cannot assign the individual to teach math but can assign the individual to teach other
subject areas.

An individual who has not demonstrated proficiency in math according to the State
Board’s assessment may retake the assessment. If the individual demonstrates proficiency in
math in the subsequent assessment, the State Board must certify that proficiency to each school
district or other school that employs the individual. Following such certification, the district or
school may assign the individual to teach math.

The bill requires the State Board to adopt rules to implement the bill’s math proficiency
assessment requirements.2®

Professional development

The bill requires the Department of Education and Workforce to develop a professional
development course that focuses on foundational knowledge in math and integrates life skills.
By December 31, 2026, the Department must develop a pilot series of professional development
programs for school and regional educational leaders on evidence-based math instruction.?’

Other education provisions
Autism scholarship program
The bill qualifies a child for the Autism scholarship program who:

1. Has been diagnosed as autistic by a physician or psychologist;

25 R.C. 3317.25.
26 R.C. 3319.2214, 3314.03(A)(11)(d), and 3326.11.
27R.C. 3319.2311.
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2. Is enrolled in a chartered or nonchartered nonpublic school, is home educated, or is a
student older than compulsory school age and less than 22 years of age and received a
home education and has not received a diploma; and

3. Has an education plan developed by the school district in which the child is entitled to
attend school that includes transitional services.?®

Patriotic youth organizations

The bill requires a school district board of education, at the request of a youth
organization, to permit a representative of that organization to speak with and distribute
informational materials to students during school hours to encourage participation in the youth
organization and its activities and inform students of how the youth organization may further the
student’s educational interests, readiness for workforce, and civic involvement.

Under the bill, a youth organization must be a federally recognized youth organization
that serves young people under 21 years of age and has an educational purpose that promotes
patriotism, workforce readiness, and civic involvement.

The bill requires a school district to provide the following:

1. At least one opportunity per school year for the youth to provide displays on school
property within the district for student recruitment, including informational flyers and the
use of other existing digital communication channels;

2. A specific date and time for the youth organization to speak with students at schools in
the district for up to ten consecutive minutes during the school day, but not during
instruction for a core curriculum subject; and

3. Notification to parents or guardians of each expected presentation by a youth
organization and the option to withhold consent for their child to participate.

The bill permits a school district to deny equal access to an organization that is not
designated as a youth organization under the bill.?°

Department’s physical education coordinator

The bill eliminates the requirement that the Department employ a full-time physical
education coordinator.3°

Innovative education programs

The bill permits community and STEM schools to request approval from the Department
to establish an innovative education pilot program. It also adds the implementation of the
Science of Reading to the list of requirements from which a district, ESC, or school may not be
exempted. Continuing law permits a school district, educational service center (ESC), or chartered

28 R.C. 3310.41.
29 R.C. 3313.476
30 R.C. 3307.079(A)(3).
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nonpublic school to request approval from the Department to establish an innovative education
pilot program that exempts the district, ESC, or school from specified requirements established
in state statute or rule. However, the law also identifies certain requirements from which a
district, ESC, or school may not be exempted, such as providing special education services.3!

The bill also requires the Department to promote innovative educational programs
designed to increase student achievement and engagement, improve student wellness, and
prepare students for the workforce and post-secondary education. The Department must:

1. Provide technical assistance and support to districts and schools in designing and
implementing innovative ideas for education;

2. Publicize model projects of educational innovation, including projects that use artificial
intelligence in instruction; and

3. Promote the availability of waivers from education laws and rules to implement
innovative educational programs.3?

Career-technical education for home-educated students

The bill permits a home-educated student to participate in the career-technical education
programs of the student’s resident school district as a part-time student without any financial
assessment, charge, or tuition that is not charged to a public school student and requires such a
student to be counted in the district’s enrolled ADM.33

High-quality tutoring programs

The bill requires the Department to, not later than 30 days after the bill’s effective date,
open an application period to update its list of high-quality tutoring programs and update the list
accordingly.3*

Science of Reading at classical schools

The bill exempts a community school that uses a curriculum substantially similar to that
of a nationally recognized classical school network, for the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 school
years, from any requirement regarding the Science of Reading for English language arts
curriculum, instructional materials, or reading intervention programs.3>

Community School of Quality designation

The bill qualifies a community school that initially received its Community School of
Quality designation for the 2022-2023 school year, has a sponsor that was rated “exemplary” or
“effective” on the sponsor’s most recent evaluation, and that contracted with an operator that

31 R.C. 3302.07(A). Also see R.C. 3313.6028.
32 R.C. 3302.07(D).

33R.C. 3313.90.

34 Section 4.

35 Section 5.
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operates schools in other states and met at least one of the following to maintain its designation
through the 2029-2030 school year:

1. The operator operated a school that received a grant funded through the federal charter
school program within the five years prior to the date of application or received funding
from the charter school growth fund; or

2. Meets all of the following criteria:

a. One of the operator’s schools in another state performed better than the school
district in which the school is located, as determined by the department;

b. At least 50% of the total number of students enrolled in all of the operator’s schools
are economically disadvantaged, as determined by the Department;

c. The operatorisin good standing in all states where it operates schools, as determined
by the Department;

d. The Department has determined that the operator does not have any financial
viability issues that would prevent it from effectively operating a community school

in Ohio.3®
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