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Margaret E. Marcy, Supervisor, Research and Drafting 

Exceptions to warrant requirements 

▪ Expands the circumstances when law enforcement does not need to obtain a search 
warrant for use of an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) for surveillance to include the 
following: 

 If evidence is in imminent danger of destruction (as an expansion of exigent 
circumstances); 

 To collect information from a public area if there is reasonable suspicion of criminal 
activity occurring in that area; and 

 To conduct a threat assessment prior to a large or populous event where law 
enforcement anticipates public safety being a risk factor. 

Public entity purchase and use of UAVS from a foreign adversary 

▪ Beginning 48 months after the bill’s effective date, prohibits all of the following: 

 A public entity from purchasing or acquiring an unmanned aerial vehicle system 
(UAVS) manufactured or assembled by any country designated a “foreign adversary” 
by the Secretary of State; 

 State funds from being used in connection with a UAVS manufactured or assembled 
by a foreign adversary that was purchased on or after that future date (any UAVS 
purchased prior to that date may still receive supporting state funds); and 

 A public entity from operating a UAVS manufactured or assembled by a foreign 
adversary that was purchased after that future date (any UAVS purchased prior to 
that date may still be operated for the useful life of the system). 

▪ Exempts a public entity from the above prohibitions if either federal law or regulations 
allow for the continued purchase and operation of a UAVS or its component parts that 
are manufactured or assembled by a foreign adversary. 
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▪ Beginning 48 months after the bill’s effective date, requires the Secretary of State to 
compile and update a list of foreign adversaries, and other persons who constitute a 
threat to Ohio, at least once every six months. 
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