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Synopsis of Senate Committee Amendments  

(This synopsis does not address amendments that may have been adopted on the Senate Floor.) 

H.B. 455 of the 136th General Assembly 

Senate Education 

Mariah M. Parr, Attorney 

The committee made the following changes to the House-passed version of the bill. 

State Board of Education 

▪ Increases the number of appointed State Board of Education members from five to seven. 

▪ Requires each member appointed to an office that is vacant as of January 1, 2027, to be 
appointed by that date and have a term of office beginning on that date. 

▪ Requires at least one State Board member to have experience as a representative for a 
rural, suburban, and urban school district, a community school, and a chartered nonpublic 
school. 

▪ Requires the State Board to add additional grade levels to certain alternative resident 
educator license holders’ licenses to authorize the educator to provide instruction at any 
grade from pre-kindergarten to 12 or combination of grades as assigned by the educator’s 
employing school district based on local staffing needs. 

▪ Adds strangulation and grooming to the list of offenses for which the State Board must 
revoke a person’s license or deny license renewal. 

▪ Adds strangulation, grooming, and prostitution to the list of criminal offenses that 
disqualify a person from employment in a public school, chartered nonpublic school, or 
educational service center (ESC). 

Department of Education and Workforce 

▪ Eliminates the requirement for the Director of Education and Workforce to submit an 
annual report on the status, needs, and major problems of Ohio’s public schools to the 
Governor and General Assembly. 

▪ Removes the specific number of JobsOhio regions mentioned in the law regarding the 
Prenatal-to-Five Early Childhood to Post Secondary Regional Partnerships Program. 
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▪ Removes a provision that would eliminate, as a performance measure for the Early 
Literacy component, the percentage of students who are promoted based on their scores 
on the third grade English Language Arts achievement assessment or an alternative 
assessment, and replaces it with the percentage of students who are not subject to 
retention under the Third-Grade Reading Guarantee. 

▪ Requires the Department of Education and Workforce to develop a list of approved 
training courses in the Science of Reading that are more rigorous than the Department’s 
refresher competency-based training course.  

▪ Permits licensed educators to take the more rigorous course from the list in place of the 
Department’s refresher course. 

Districts and schools 

▪ Prohibits the removal of a member of a school district board of education or ESC 
governing board for absence without a sufficient if the reason is that the person is an 
active or reserve member of the U.S. Armed Forces or the Ohio National Guard and is 
deployed outside the territory of the district or ESC. 

▪ Adds community and STEM schools to the types of schools that may request approval 
from the Department to establish an innovative education pilot program.  

▪ Excludes Science of Reading professional development requirements from the education 
law exemptions under the innovation education pilot program for which a school may 
apply. 

▪  Revises the timelines under which a school district board of education or educational 
service center governing board must (1) vote on whether to declare a board member’s 
reason for a 90-day absence is insufficient and (2) fill the vacancy of an elected board 
member. 

▪ Relocates in the Revised Code the requirement that a county’s probate court act as the 
board to fill the vacancy of an elected board member if the board fails to do so within that 
timeline. 

▪ Permits any student attending an internet- or computer-based community school 
(e-school) to complete state achievement assessments and end-of-course exams 
remotely in an online format with a remote proctor, if specified conditions are met, and 
requires e-schools and a student’s parent or guardian to determine whether a student 
will take state assessments remotely.  

▪ Requires the Department to publish an annual report by September 15 of each year that 
analyzes the results of remotely administered and proctored assessments to identify 
whether there were any signs of cheating or anomalous results.  

▪ Requires an e-school that offers remote proctoring to provide information to and conduct 
a meeting or consultation with each enrolled student’s parent or guardian regarding 
available testing administration and proctoring options.  
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▪ Limits the current law requirement for an e-school to have a facility within 50 miles of 
each student’s residence for in-person testing so that it only applies to the residence of 
each student who takes in-person testing pursuant to a determination made by the 
student’s school and parent. 

▪ Clarifies that, if a student with an IEP that requires in-person administration and 
proctoring of assessments, the student’s school must provide in-person testing and that, 
more generally, the bill must be construed to permit a school to use a method of 
administration and proctoring of state assessments that conflicts with services in a 
student’s IEP. 

▪ Removes a provision that exempts educational service center governing boards from the 
prohibition on a board of education spending more than 15% of the board’s annual 
operating budget on administrative costs (an identical provision was enacted by H.B. 184 
of the 136th General Assembly, effective March 20, 2026). 

▪ Revises the automatic closure criteria for community schools. 

Other 

▪ Eliminates a provision that declares that a grant awarded under the Early Childhood 
Education Grant Program is not considered publicly funded child care or a family services 
program (an identical provision was enacted by H.B. 184 of the 136th General Assembly, 
effective March 20, 2026). 

▪ Eliminates a provision that permits the ESC providing student transportation to and from 
school under the Montgomery County Pupil Transportation Pilot Program to also provide 
transportation to and from a student’s workplace learning experience (an identical 
provision was enacted by H.B. 184 of the 136th General Assembly, effective March 20, 
2026). 

▪ Allows a 14- or 15-year-old to be employed between 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. any night 
preceding a day school is not in session if the minor has approval to do so from a parent 
or legal guardian. 

▪ Requires a minor who wishes to receive an age and schooling certificate (commonly 
referred to as a “work permit”) to submit a minor work hour notification form that is 
signed by the child’s parent or legal guardian. 

▪ Allows a juvenile court to maintain school-year jurisdiction over a child that is adjudicated 
an unruly child for being a habitual truant for purposes of monitoring the child’s 
attendance. 

▪ Modifies the offense of contributing to the unruliness or delinquency of a child so that 
any person who acts in a way that contributes to a child being a habitual truant is guilty 
of the offense. 
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