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Synopsis of Senate Committee Amendments  

(This synopsis does not address amendments that may have been adopted on the Senate Floor.) 

H.B. 472 of the 136th General Assembly 

Senate General Government 

Emily E. Wendel, Attorney 

Adds the following provisions to the bill: 

Requires an elector to provide photo identification (ID) to vote by mail beginning with the 
November 2027 general election.  

Exempts the following electors from that requirement and provides alternative ID 
procedures for them: 

▪ Uniformed services and overseas absent voters (UOCAVA voters); 

▪ Electors who do not have photo ID because they have a sincere religious objection to 
being photographed; 

▪ Electors who do not have photo ID or cannot provide a copy of their photo ID for any of 
the following reasons: 

 Because of the elector’s severe medical condition; 

 Because of the elector’s physical disability or infirmity; 

 Because of the elector’s confinement in jail (other than incarceration for a felony); 

 Because the elector lacks the mobility to obtain photo ID or a copy of the elector’s 
photo ID; and 

 Because of another material obstacle that makes the elector unable to obtain photo 
ID or a copy of the elector’s photo ID, as described on the elector’s affirmation form. 

Allows an elector to fulfill the photo ID requirement by providing it either when applying 
for ballots or when returning voted ballots to the board. 

Permits an elector to show photo ID at the board’s office instead of making a copy. 

Requires the Secretary of State, the boards of elections, the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, 
and public libraries to provide free copies of electors’ photo IDs. 



Office of Research and Drafting LSC Legislative Budget Office 

P a g e  | 2  H.B. 472, Committee Amendment Synopsis 

Requires the Secretary of State to establish and maintain a secure online portal through 
which an elector may apply for absent voter’s ballots, beginning on September 3, 2027. 

Requires an applicant through the portal to provide two forms of ID out of multiple 
options, including live capture of a photo ID or an electronic signature. 

Requires the portal to accommodate applications that currently must be submitted on a 
special form because of the applicant’s circumstances, including applications from UOCAVA 
voters and from electors who request assistance from a bipartisan team of election officials 
because of a disability or confinement. 

Prohibits the election officials from disclosing to the public a copy of an elector’s photo 
ID or an image of an elector or of the elector’s photo ID submitted through the portal. 
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