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H.B. 479 of the 136" General Assembly

Senate Health and Senate Finance

Jeff Grim, Research Analyst, and other LSC staff

Senate Health
Nurses

®  Removes the bill's provisions that would have authorized a licensed practical nurse to
monitor a patient, under the direct or general supervision of a physician, for reactions or
other adverse events resulting from contrast administration.

®  Requires a registered nurse administering contrast under the supervision of a physician
to have received training and met competency guidelines for administering contrast set
by the institution at which the registered nurse practices.

Senate Finance

®  Modifies confidentiality and Public Records Law with respect to information submitted to
a political subdivision, a port authority, or a tax incentive review council, from an
applicant for economic development assistance.

®  Prohibits a regional transit authority (RTA) from including certain provisions, such as an
indemnification clause, in a contract for the procurement of goods or services.

" Repeals a township’s ability to impose a fee upon the sale of admission to any qualifying
event venue in the township.

®  Corrects a drafting error regarding zoning referenda by updating a reference to the
petition percentage requirement.

Expedited Local Partnership Program

" Requires the Facilities Construction Commission (FCC) to determine a school district’s
portion of the basic project cost for a project under the Expedited Local Partnership
Program (ELPP) based only on the required percentage of the basic project costs,
determined based on the school district’s percentile ranking.
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Permits FCC and a qualifying district participating in the ELPP to elect to recalculate the
district’s portion of the basic project cost using the district’s most recent percentile
ranking when the district becomes eligible for assistance under the Classroom Facilities
Assistance Program (CFAP).

Medicaid payments to nursing homes

Appropriates $875 million to the Department of Medicaid to make payments to nursing
facility providers pursuant to, and to fully finalize and settle, a recent Ohio Supreme Court
decision.

Specifies that any provider who accepts payment agrees that the payment fully satisfies
any outstanding amount due to the provider and waives any legal claim to the contrary.

If a nursing facility has undergone a change of operator since July 1, 2023, requires the
exiting operator or owner and entering operator or owner to jointly provide notice to the
Department stating which party is entitled to receive payments.

If a nursing facility has not undergone a change of operator or owner, requires the
Department to make payment to the nursing facility provider without delay.

SNAP chip-enabled cards

Appropriates $3 million in FY 2027 to support the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services to transition to chip-enabled electronic benefit transfer cards used to provide
benefits for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.

Requires the Department to use the funds to begin issuing new electronic benefit transfer
cards that are chip-enabled and then to replace existing cards with chip-enabled cards
under the Department’s ordinary timeframe for replacing cards.

Post-traumatic stress disorder

Authorizes medical expense reimbursements from the State Post-Traumatic Stress Fund
to a peace officer, firefighter, or emergency medical worker (a “public safety officer”)
diagnosed with a work-related post-traumatic stress injury without an accompanying
physical injury.

Creates the Ohio Post-Traumatic Stress Fund Commission in the Department of
Behavioral Health to administer the fund.

Requires the Commission to adopt rules to implement reimbursement payments,
including rules establishing an application form and identifying documents a public safety
officer must submit to demonstrate the amount of reimbursement to which the officer is
entitled.

Requires the Commission to review applications and issue written orders approving or
denying or partially approving or partially denying payment.

Appropriates $40 million in FY 2027 to pay for the reimbursements and administrative
costs.
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Tax law changes
Expanded 2027 sales tax holiday

®  Requires a 15-day sales tax holiday to be held in August 2027 for most items priced under
$500.

Homestead property tax reduction

®  Authorizes a fixed-amount, one-year property tax reduction for homestead exemption
recipients.

" Reimburses local governments for revenue lost due to the reduction from a portion of
surplus GRF revenue.

Inside millage inflation reduction

® Makes several changes to the calculation and administration of a recently enacted
mechanism that limits property tax increases from inside millage to the rate of inflation.

®  Modifies how the reduction is determined for subdivisions with territory in multiple
counties with different reappraisal years and clarifies that the reduced rate applies
uniformly throughout the district.

" Requires the calculation of the school district 20-mill property tax floor to reflect any
reductions made to the district’s inside millage.

Homestead exemption calculation

®  Modifies the calculation of the homestead exemption by calculating the reduction
without regard to an existing property tax credit for school districts on the 20-mill floor.

Tax increment financing exemption applications

= Allows applications for tax exemptions authorized by tax increment financing (TIF)
arrangements to be filed before the tax year in which the exemption will apply.

" Requires the Tax Commissioner to make a determination on a TIF exemption application
within a year after receiving it unless the Commissioner requests additional information
within that one-year period.

®  Provides that any approved TIF exemption application for a parcel applies to any parcel
later created by a split or combination involving the original parcel without a new
exemption application being required.

® Eliminates a requirement that TIF exemption applications include a certification, from the
county treasurer, that all taxes on the subject property that are currently due and payable
are either paid or subject to payment plans or outstanding tax certificates.
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Temporary property tax abatement

®  Permits the owner of certain enterprise zone property to temporarily apply for an
abatement of delinquent property taxes on that enterprise zone property without regard
to continuing law’s payment limitations.

Opportunity zone tax credit

= Aligns the Ohio opportunity zone investment tax credit with federal guidance on
investment eligibility during the transition period between current and upcoming
opportunity designations.

= Allows “affordable housing project” investments made within two years of the project’s
completion to repay financing that did not receive a credit to be eligible for the credit.

" (Clarifies that an investment in a project is an investment in a single business.

® Shortens the credit application period from the 10t to 17 of January and July to the 15t
to 16™ of each of those months.

Tiffin-Fostoria courts — concurrent jurisdiction

®  Modifies criminal cases in which the Tiffin-Fostoria Municipal Court does not have
concurrent jurisdiction with the Seneca County Court of Common Pleas.

Land conveyance
" Authorizes the conveyance of the State of Ohio Computer Center in Columbus.

®  Directs that the net proceeds of the sale be credited to a State of Ohio Computer Center
Bond Retirement Fund with excess proceeds credited to the General Revenue Fund.

Other appropriations

® Makes additional appropriations and modifies capital appropriations and
reappropriations.

®  Modifies the use of any FY 2026 GRF year-end cash balance.
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