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Summary 

Submetered utility service  

Specifies that electric service to nonresidential customers provided, constructed, or 
installed at a point after services provided by a public utility are delivered to the utility’s metered 
points of delivery at the customers’ locations is included as “submetered utility service.” 

Removes, from being “submetered utility service,” electric vehicle charging provided, 
constructed, or installed at a point after services provided by a public utility are delivered to the 
utility’s metered points of delivery at the customers’ locations.  

Removes, from being exempted as a “public utility” under Ohio’s Public Utility Law, and 
from all the submetering provisions of the bill, a billing service for the resale of water service to 
a tenant’s dwelling unit by a landlord or the landlord’s agent, or to a condominium by a unit 
owners association or the association’s agent, that is based on metered consumption and that is 
delivered at a point after water service is delivered to the public utility’s metered point of delivery 
for that service at that location. 

Billing assistance programs list 

Removes the requirement for the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (OCC) to maintain a list of 
billing assistance programs that may be available to a tenant who receives submetered utility 
service on OCC’s website. 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) funding assessment 

Classifies a submetered utility service provider as a “public utility” for purposes of 
determining the assessments imposed on public utilities and railroads to pay costs associated 
with maintaining and administering PUCO, and provides, in the case of an assessment based on 
intrastate gross receipts against a submetered utility service provider, such receipts are limited 
to receipts for submetered utility service. 
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Submetered utility service provider definitions 

Removes the definitions of “electric light company,” “fair market value,” and “public 
utility” and includes, definitions for “building,” “condominium,” (from current law) and 
“substantial improvement.” 

Replaces “public utility” with “electric utility” throughout the bill’s submetered utility 
service provider provisions. 

Excludes, from the definition of “submetered utility service provider,” a person, business, 
or other entity that, either on its own behalf or under a contract with a property owner, provides, 
constructs, or installs for customers either: (1) a mercantile customer self-power system, or (2) a 
behind the meter electric generation facility. 

Utility personal property or equipment 

Removes provisions that required a public utility to sell certain personal property or 
equipment to a utility customer for any purpose, including for use in providing submetered utility 
service and to ensure certainty of ownership of the personal property or equipment following 
the change in service, if certain conditions are met. 

Allows an electric utility to sell its equipment to a submetered utility service provider at a 
property or community where the provider intends to provide submetered utility service; if the 
utility chooses not to, then it must remove the equipment in a timely manner. 

Specifies that a utility that fails to remove the equipment in a timely manner must pay all 
costs for the submetered utility service provider to remove the equipment. 

Utility service provider discount  

Specifies that a submetered utility service provider that resells electricity to a tenant 
based on metered consumption at the tenant’s dwelling unit must provide the tenant a discount 
resulting in the tenant’s bill being at least 3% less than the bill for the standard service offer and 
all tariffed charges and riders that the electric utility would charge its residential customers. 

Building conversion 

Prohibits a submetered utility service provider from converting a building that receives 
electric service from an electric utility to receive submetered utility service unless certain 
conditions are met. 

Allows a provider to supply submetered utility service to a building that does not receive 
electric service from an electric utility. 

Undercharged electricity amounts collection prohibited 

Prohibits a submetered utility service provider from billing or otherwise recovering from 
customers any amounts that were previously undercharged for unmetered electricity. 
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Electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in a common area 

Prohibits the cost of electricity for EV charging stations located at a residential property 
from being included in any common area electricity charge or fee billed to tenants, regardless of 
whether the property is served by an electric utility or a submetered utility service provider. 

Directs all EV charging station costs to be billed exclusively on an as-used basis, directly 
to the tenant or EV owner who used the charging station during the applicable billing period. 

Prohibits cost recovery by a landlord or submeterted utility service provider regarding EV 
charging station costs through common area charges assessed against tenants who do not use 
the stations. 

Applies the EV charging station provisions to both submetered utility service providers 
and landlords, regardless of whether the property is subject to submetered utility service. 

Other common area charges 

Prohibits a submetered utility service provider that resells electricity to a tenant based on 
metered consumption at the tenant’s dwelling unit from charging the tenant a common area 
charge or fee, but allows for such a provider to bill for common area charge or fee for electricity, 
with certain conditions. 

Prohibits a landlord from independently billing or collecting common area electricity 
charges from tenants at a property where a provider operates. 

Submetered utility service provider requirements 

Requires a submetered utility service provider to ensure each bill issued (1) contains no 
common area charge or fee, except as provided for by the bill’s provisions, and (2) states the 
applicable standard service offer rate of the electric utility for the same billing period and 
equivalent usage, enabling the tenant to verify certain savings. 

Requires providers to furnish high quality, safe, and reliable service. 

Interim compliance plan and compliance plan approval 

Allows, rather than requires, PUCO to approve an interim compliance plan filing that 
meets certain requirements, such as, for example, including the provider’s name and business 
address. 

Allows, rather than requires, PUCO to approve a compliance plan filing that meets certain 
requirements, such as, for example, including a copy of the language included or to be included 
in each tenant’s lease relating to submetered electric service. 

Compliance plan updates 

Removes the specification that the compliance plan be updated “from time to time.” 

PUCO submetering utility service provider rules 

Requires PUCO to adopt rules not later than one year after the bill’s effective date to 
establish certain minimum service requirements, customer complaint procedures, and record 
retention. 



Office of Research and Drafting LSC Legislative Budget Office 

P a g e  | 4  H.B. 173, Committee Amendment Synopsis 

Submetered utility service provider registration and processing fee 

Removes the $1,000 registration fee for the submetered utility service provider 
registration under the bill. 

Other submetered utility service provider governing rules 

Requires PUCO to adopt rules consistent with the bill that govern submetered utility 
service providers that provide submetered utility service to residential end users other than 
providers that resell electricity to a tenant based on metered consumption at the tenant’s 
dwelling unit. 

Submetered utility service provider registration approval 

Allows, instead of requires, PUCO to approve a submetered utility service provider’s 
registration application if it complies with all applicable requirements. 

Amended submetered utility service provider filing deadline 

Requires PUCO to approve or deny a submetered utility service provider’s amended 
registration application, interim compliance plan filing, or compliance plan filing within 90 days 
of receipt, rather than 30 days. 

Temporary modification or waiver of certain requirements 

Removes all provisions allowing PUCO to temporarily modify or waive certain 
requirements of the bill, such as, for example, the submetered utility service provider registration 
or compliance plan requirements, for a period not exceeding 60 days to account for changes in 
technology, law, or the emergence of factors or circumstances affecting a party’s compliance 
beyond the party’s control or reasonable anticipation. 

PUCO investigation and hearing regarding noncompliance 

Removes various procedural requirements, including, for example, reasonable notice and 
opportunity for a hearing, regarding PUCO investigation and review of alleged noncompliance 
with certain provisions of the bill, such as, for example, noncompliance with the submetered 
utility service provider registration requirement. 

Submetered utility service provider penalties 

Revises this submetered utility service provider penalty provision by:  

▪ Removing the requirement that the penalties be subject to reasonable notice and 
opportunity for a hearing and a cure period; 

▪ Adding that PUCO may also assess the following penalties: (1) issue an order and entry in 
its journal permanently barring the provider from providing submetered utility service in 
Ohio, (2) restitution paid to the provider’s customers, (3) re-rating of the provider’s 
customers, and (4) a refund or bill credit to the providers and customers; and 

▪ Subjects a noncompliant provider with additional graduated monetary penalties, per 
tenant and per violation, where each billing period in which a tenant is overcharged is a 
separate violation; provides for how PUCO will track the violations and how the collected 
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money will be given first as restitution to the tenant with the remaining being deposited 
into the General Revenue Fund. 

Landlord property prohibited from receiving submetered utility 
service penalty 

Revises the landlord penalty provisions by removing the cure period and reasonable 
notice and opportunity for a hearing and adding that PUCO may issue an order and entry in its 
journal permanently barring a landlord’s property or community from receiving submetered 
utility service. 

General Assembly report 

Removes the requirement that PUCO submit a report to the General Assembly regarding 
submetered utility service providers. 
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