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SUMMARY

®  Permits each public school to provide instruction in grades 9-12 on proper interactions
with peace officers during traffic stops and other in-person encounters.

" Permits each public school to offer up to one unit of high school credit for the instruction
on proper interactions with peace officers.

®  Requires a public school to assign a licensed educator who has experience interacting with
peace officers or who is a current or retired peace officer to provide the peace officer
instruction.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

Instruction on proper interactions with peace officers

The bill permits each public school (school district, community school, and STEM school)
to provide instruction on proper interactions with peace officers during traffic stops and other
in-person encounters.! Each public school may include the instruction in one or more courses
offered for students in grades 9-12 and, if the school elects to provide it, must develop the
instruction as appropriate for the school’s community. In developing the instruction, the school
must solicit input from local law enforcement agencies, driver training schools, and the
community.?

The bill requires the curriculum to include information regarding:

1 R.C. 3313.6034 applies to community schools, and STEM schools through references in R.C.
3314.03(A)(11)(d) and 3326.11.

2 R.C. 3313.6034(A).
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A person’s rights during an interaction with a peace officer;
Proper actions for interacting with a peace officer;

Which individuals are considered peace officers, and their duties and responsibilities;

I e

Laws regarding questioning and detention by peace officers, including any law requiring
a person to present proof of identity to a peace officer, and the consequences for failure
to comply with those laws; and

5. Where to file a complaint against or a compliment for a peace officer.

The bill also requires the curriculum to include demonstrations and role-play activities in
a classroom setting that allow students to better understand how interactions between civilians
and peace officers can and should unfold.3

Additionally, the bill permits a public school to offer a class worth up to one unit of
instruction for high school credit based on the peace officer instruction. That instruction would
count toward the high school graduation requirement to five or more units of elective high school
credit. The bill permits a school to offer the class outside of regular school hours and during the
summer.*

To the extent practicable, the bill requires a public school to assign a licensed educator
who has experience interacting with peace officers or who is a current or retired peace officer to
provide the peace officer instruction. Before assigning an individual to provide instruction who is
not a licensed educator, a public school must require that individual to complete a training
program that addresses educating and interacting with students, including best practices when
doing so.

The bill permits each public school, in consultation with a local law enforcement agency,
to establish a new training program or use and modify an existing training program offered by
the school or a local law enforcement agency.®

Background

S.B. 208 of the 135% General Assembly, effective April 9, 2025, eliminated similar law that
required the Director of Education and Workforce, and the Director of Public Safety, to develop
a model curriculum for grades 9-12 on proper interactions with peace officers during traffic stops
and other in-person encounters. Public schools and driver training schools were required to use
that curriculum to provide instruction in that subject. However, public schools were not expressly
permitted to offer classes that awarded high school credit for completing that instruction.®

3 R.C. 3313.6034(A)(1) and (2).
4R.C.3313.6034(B).
> R.C. 3313.6034(C).

6 R.C. 3301.0721(B), 3313.6025, and 4508.022, as repealed by S.B. 208 of the 135" General Assembly.
S.B. 208 also eliminated references to R.C. 3313.6025 in R.C. 3314.03(A)(11)(d), 3326.11, and 3328.24.
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