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SUMMARY 

▪ Requires each county correctional facility, municipal correctional facility, state 
correctional institution, and, upon request, each school district and hospital to 
accommodate individuals with religious dietary food options.  

▪ Prohibits the misrepresentation of food as halal. 

▪ Defines “kosher” for the purposes of prohibiting the misrepresentation of food as kosher. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Religious dietary food options 

The bill requires specified entities to accommodate individuals with religious dietary food 
options. Under the bill, “religious dietary food options” are meals that meet specific food and 
food preparation techniques that satisfy religious dietary requirements.1 

Correctional facilities and institutions 

The bill requires each county correctional facility, municipal correctional facility, and state 
correctional institution to accommodate the mandatory dietary requirements of a recognized 
religion practiced by an inmate by offering religious dietary food options.2  

School districts 

Upon request provided with reasonable notice, each school district must offer religious 
dietary food options that comply with federal and state nutritional guidelines. However, a district 

 

1 R.C. 341.03(A)(2), 753.022(A)(2), 3313.8110(A), 3722.20(A), 5119.335(A), and 5120.101(A)(2). 
2 R.C. 341.03(B), 753.022(B), and 5120.101(B). 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb623/documents


Office of Research and Drafting LSC Legislative Budget Office 
 

P a g e  | 2  H.B. 623 
As Introduced 

is not required to provide a religious dietary food option that exceeds the cost of the federal 
reimbursement rate for a student’s meal.3 

Hospitals 

Upon request provided with reasonable notice, each hospital, including both hospitals 
licensed by the Department of Health and hospitals licensed by the Department of Behavioral 
Health,4 must offer religious dietary food options that comply with federal and state nutritional 
guidelines. The bill requires the hospital, after an individual submits a request, to make 
accommodations as soon as the hospital is able to provide the meals. 

The bill states that these provisions do not infringe on or affect any obligation in a contract 
entered into by a hospital and in effect on or before the bill’s effective date.5 

Misrepresentation of foods as halal 

“Halal” is defined in the bill as “prepared under and maintained in strict compliance with 
the laws and customs of the Islamic religion including the laws and customs of zabiha or zabeeha, 
slaughtered according to appropriate Islamic code, and as expressed by reliable, recognized 
Islamic entities and scholars.” The bill prohibits the misrepresentation of foods as halal in the 
following four ways:6 

▪ Selling or exposing for sale at retail or manufacture any meat, including fowl, or prepared 
meat and falsely representing it as halal; 

▪ Falsely representing any food products or the contents of any package or container as 
halal by inscribing in any language, or permitting to be inscribed, the words “halal,” 
“Muslim,” “or “Islam” on either the package or container or the front of a retail business; 

▪ Selling or exposing for sale at retail both halal and nonhalal meat or prepared meat in the 
same place of business without posting a notice on a window sign and on all display 
advertising stating “halal and nonhalal food served here” in block letters at least four 
inches high; 

▪ Making any direct statement, either orally or in writing, displaying the words “halal,” 
“Muslim,” or “Islam” in any language, or displaying any insignia, star and crescent, or 
other mark that might reasonably be calculated to deceive or lead a reasonable person 
to believe a product is halal if it is not. 

 

3 R.C. 3313.8110. 
4 The bill refers to the Department of Behavioral Health by its former name, the Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services. LSC staff can prepare an amendment to update this reference. 
5 R.C. 3722.20 and 5119.335. 
6 R.C. 1329.291(A) and (B). 
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Enforcement 

The Department of Agriculture is responsible for enforcing the bill’s provisions regarding 
the misrepresentation of foods as halal. To do this, any person designated by the Department is 
permitted to enter premises where food represented as halal is sold or exposed for sale to inspect 
the food during business hours. 

The first time the Department determines that someone mispresenting foods as halal, it 
must issue a warning to that person specifying the actions that must be taken to be compliant 
and notifying that person that there is a ten-day period to take those actions before being subject 
to strict criminal liability and a fine of $25 to $500. Each subsequent time the Department 
determines that someone is mispresenting foods as halal that person will be subject to strict 
criminal liability without first receiving a warning and a fine of $25 to $500. No action may be 
maintained against a retail seller unless (1) the seller fails to comply with a warning and (2) the 
seller had actual knowledge or should have had knowledge that the product offered for sale was 
misrepresenting the food as halal.7 

Kosher definition 

Current law prohibits the misrepresentation of food as kosher in the same capacity as the 
bill prohibits the misrepresentation of food as halal. The bill adds a definition for “kosher,” 
defining it as “supervised, prepared under, and maintained in strict compliance with the laws and 
customs of the Jewish religion, including the laws and customs of shechita requiring the slaughter 
of animals according to appropriate Jewish law, and in compliance with the strictest standards of 
Jewish law as expressed by reliable, recognized Jewish entities and scholars.8  
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7 R.C. 1329.291(C) and 1329.99(B). 
8 R.C. 1329.29(A). 


