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SUMMARY 

▪ Requires all limited term licenses and limited term identification cards to have a maximum 
one-year expiration date. 

▪ Prohibits multi-year or permanent vehicle-related registrations for temporary residents. 

▪ Requires the Registrar of Motor Vehicles or deputy registrar to verify continued legal 
presence or temporary lawful status for vehicle registration applicants who are 
temporary residents. 

▪ Expressly prohibits the issuance of a vehicle registration to an applicant without legal 
presence or temporary lawful status in the U.S. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

Limited term licenses and identification cards 

The bill requires all limited term licenses and limited term identification (ID) cards to have 
a maximum one-year expiration date.1 A limited term license or limited term ID card is the license 
or ID card issued to a temporary resident. Generally, a temporary resident is a person who is not 
a U.S. citizen or permanent resident under U.S. immigration laws but does have legal presence in 
the country.2 

Under current law, Ohio’s limited term licenses and limited term ID cards conform to the 
federal REAL ID Act expiration date requirements. Federal law requires a license or ID card issued 
to a temporary resident to expire as follows: 

 

1 R.C. 4506.14, 4507.09, and 4507.501. 
2 R.C. 4501.01(KKK) and (LLL); Ohio Administrative Code 4501:1-1-21 and 4501:1-1-35. 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb929/documents
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▪ If the license or ID card is issued to a temporary resident who has a definite expiration 
date for the resident’s authorized stay in the U.S., the license or ID card must expire on 
that date or up to the maximum term of the state’s driver’s license or ID card term, 
whichever is earlier (in Ohio, that term is four years). 

▪ If the license or ID card is issued to a temporary resident who does not have a definite 
expiration date for the resident’s authorized stay in the U.S., the license or ID card must 
expire one year from the date of issuance.3 

For Ohio, a limited term license or limited term ID card issued to a temporary resident 
who has a definite expiration date for the resident’s authorized stay expires either on that 
expiration date or four years after issuance, whichever is earlier. For example, a limited term 
license issued to an international student with a six-year student visa would originally expire four 
years after the date of issuance and then, when renewed, would expire on the same date as the 
student visa. The current four-year term for a limited term license or limited term ID card is less 
than the maximum eight-year term possible for other driver’s licenses or ID cards issued in Ohio. 
The bill modifies that possible four-year term to last only one year from the date of issuance.4 

Motor vehicle registration 

Similarly, the bill prohibits the Registrar of Motor Vehicles or a deputy registrar from 
issuing a multi-year motor vehicle registration or a permanent noncommercial trailer registration 
to a temporary resident. Thus, a temporary resident may only apply for and obtain a one-year 
vehicle registration.5 

Additionally, the bill requires the Registrar to include a question on the motor vehicle 
registration form inquiring as to whether the applicant is a temporary resident with legal 
presence in the U.S. If the applicant is a temporary resident, the applicant must provide 
documentation proving the applicant’s continued legal presence or continued temporary lawful 
status.6 Documentation typically consists of the legal documents issued by the U.S. Citizen and 
Immigration Services that is verified through the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements 
System.7 The bill expressly prohibits the Registrar or deputy registrar from issuing a motor vehicle 
registration to any applicant who does not have legal presence or continued temporary lawful 
status in the U.S.8 

 

3 “Real ID Act,” 49 United States Code 30301, et seq., 6 Code of Federal Regulations Part 37. 
4 R.C. 4506.14(C)(2)(a), 4507.09(E)(1), and 4507.501(C)(1)(b). 
5 R.C. 4503.10, 4503.103, and 4503.107. 
6 R.C. 4503.10(A)(9). 
7 R.C. 4501.01(KKK) and (LLL). 
8 R.C. 4503.10(B)(3)(f). 
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