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BILL SUMMARY

e Limits to whom a certified copy of a death certificate containing the decedent's
Social Security number may be issued in the first five years after the decedent's
death.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Certified copies of death certificates

The bill limits to whom an official who maintains vital records may issue a
certified copy of a death certificate containing the decedent's Social Security number in
the first five years after the decedent's death.! Under law not modified by the bill,
officials who maintain vital records are the Director of the Ohio Department of Health
(ODH Director), the State Registrar of Vital Statistics (who is employed by ODH), and
local registrars of vital statistics. Currently, those officials must issue a certified copy of
a death certificate (with no information redacted) to any person on the person's
submission of the required application and fee.> (Existing provisions® specify when
certain vital records are not public records and accordingly, may not be issued, but
none of those apply to death certificates.)

The bill's restriction on who may receive a certified copy of a death certificate
with the decedent's Social Security number is expressed as a prohibition on the
specified vital statistics officials. The officials are prohibited from including the

1 R.C. 3705.23(A)(5).
2R.C. 3705.23(A)(1).

3R.C. 3705.09, 3705.11, 3705.12, 3705.121, 3705.122, 3705.123, 3705.124, and 3705.15, not in the bill.



decedent's Social Security number on a certified copy of the decedent's death certificate
for the first five years after the decedent's death, unless that information is specifically
requested to be on the certified copy by one of the following who presents satisfactory
proof to the official of the person's identity:*

--The decedent's spouse.
--A county veterans service officer.

--A lineal descendant of the decedent. (Although not defined in the Revised
Code, a law dictionary defines a "lineal descendant” as a blood relative in the direct line
of descent (e.g., children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren).5)

--An individual with a class A or B license issued by the Director of the Ohio
Department of Public Safety to engage in the business of private investigation.

--A local, state, or federal law enforcement official or prosecutor.

--An individual engaged in the work of, or connected with or employed by, any
newspaper or press association if the individual seeks the death certificate for the
purpose of gathering, procuring, compiling, editing, disseminating, or publishing news.

--The executor or administrator of the decedent's estate, or an attorney
representing the executor or administrator.

--An agent of the decedent when the decedent had been the principal under a
power of attorney created under law not modified by the bill (see COMMENT, below).
(An "agent" for this purpose is a person granted authority to act for a principal under a
power of attorney, whether denominated an agent, attorney-in-fact, or otherwise. The
term includes an original agent, co-agent, successor agent, and a person to which an
agent's authority is delegated.”)

--A licensed funeral director, or an employee or agent of that individual, who
requests a certified copy of the death certificate on the behalf of a person specified
above who is not a law enforcement official or prosecutor.

4R.C. 3705.23(A)(5) and Section 3.
> Black’s Law Dictionary 510 (9th ed. 2009).
¢ Specifically, R.C. 1337.21 through 1337.64, not in the bill.

7R.C. 1337.22(A), not in the bill.
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--Another person not specified above who is authorized by law to act on the
behalf of the decedent or the decedent's estate.

COMMENT

A power of attorney is a writing or other record that grants authority to an agent
to act in the place of the principal, whether or not the term "power of attorney" is used.®
It is not the same as a durable power of attorney for health care, which is an advance
directive an individual (the "principal") can execute to designate another individual (the
"attorney-in-fact") to make health care decisions once the principal's attending physician
determines that the principal cannot make them.’
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8 R.C. 1337.22(G), not in the bill.

9 R.C. 1337.12(A)(1), not in the bill.
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