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BILL SUMMARY 

 Permits two persons who wish to establish joint ownership with right of 

survivorship to an all-purpose vehicle or off-highway motorcycle to make a joint 

application for the certificate of title. 

 Specifies that ownership to an all-purpose vehicle or off-highway motorcycle that is 

titled between two owners who have joint ownership with right of survivorship 

passes immediately to the surviving owner upon the death of the other owner. 

 Permits owners of a motor vehicle, all-purpose vehicle, off-highway motorcycle, 

watercraft, and outboard motor who have title through joint ownership with right of 

survivorship to transfer that title through a transfer-on-death designation. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Joint ownership with right of survivorship 

Current law permits two persons who wish to establish joint ownership with 

right of survivorship to a motor vehicle, watercraft, or outboard motor to make a joint 

application for the certificate of title. The bill expressly extends the right to establish 

joint ownership with right of survivorship to two people who own an all-purpose 

vehicle or an off-highway motorcycle (current law is silent regarding whether a joint 

ownership with right of survivorship may be established for those vehicles). By having 

joint ownership with right of survivorship, if one of the owners dies, the deceased 
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owner's interest to the all-purpose vehicle or off-highway motorcycle passes to the other 

owner outside of the probate process.1 

Transfer-on-death designation 

The bill permits owners of a motor vehicle, all-purpose vehicle, off-highway 

motorcycle, watercraft, and outboard motor who have title showing joint ownership 

with right of survivorship to transfer the title to a person or persons other than the 

owners through a transfer-on-death (TOD) designation.2 Current law permits only an 

individual with sole ownership to transfer the title through a TOD designation and only 

with regard to a motor vehicle, watercraft, or outboard motor. Current law is silent 

regarding whether a sole owner of an all-purpose vehicle or off-highway motorcycle 

may transfer that vehicle through a TOD designation.3 

A TOD designation is a mechanism to transfer title to property, both real 

property and certain forms of personal property, outside of the probate process after the 

owner of the property dies.4 The designation is noted on the certificate of title.5 

Specifically, the words "transfer-on-death" or the abbreviation "TOD" is placed after the 

name of the current owner and before the name or names of the TOD beneficiary or 

beneficiaries on the certificate of title.6 The designation of a TOD beneficiary or 

beneficiaries has no effect on the ownership until the owner dies, and the owner may 

change or cancel the designation at any time before his or her death.7 
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1 R.C. 2131.12, 4519.55, and 4519.60. Without joint ownership with right of survivorship, a motor vehicle, 

all-purpose vehicle, off-highway motorcycle, watercraft, or outboard motor could still potentially be 

transferred outside of the probate process if it were a part of a trust or a similar nonprobate asset. 

2 R.C. 2131.13(B)(2). 

3 R.C. 2131.13(B)(1). 

4 R.C. 2131.13(F). 

5 R.C. 2131.13(C)(1). 

6 R.C. 2131.13(D). 

7 R.C. 2131.13(E). 


